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The Kitty Genovese case remains one of the most infamous and studied instances of urban apathy
in American history. The story, involving a brutal murder and the apparent indifference of numerous
witnesses, has sparked widespread discussion about human behavior, morality, and the influence of
social psychology. At the heart of this tragic event are claims that thirty-eight witnesses observed or
heard the attack but failed to intervene or call for help. This article explores the details of the case,
the role of the witnesses, the subsequent media coverage, and the lessons learned about human
psychology and community responsibility.

The Background of the Kitty Genovese Case
Who Was Kitty Genovese?

Kitty Genovese was a 28-year-old woman working as a bar manager in Queens, New York. On the
night of March 13, 1964, she was returning to her apartment after work when she was attacked. Her
murder shocked the nation and became a symbol of urban violence and social apathy.

The Crime Details

- Time of Attack: Around 3:20 a.m.

- Location: Kew Gardens, Queens.

- Sequence of Events:

- Kitty was approached by Winston Moseley, who stabbed her multiple times.

- She screamed for help, alerting neighbors.

- Moseley assaulted her repeatedly, eventually fleeing the scene when a neighbor confronted
him.

- Despite her cries, many witnesses reportedly did nothing to intervene or call police immediately.

Thirty-Eight Witnesses: The Kitty Genovese Case and Its Lasting Impact on Society and
Psychology

The tragic murder of Kitty Genovese in 1964 remains one of the most infamous instances of urban
violence in American history, not only because of the brutal nature of her attack but also due to the
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widespread perception that thirty-eight witnesses failed to intervene or even call the police. This
case has since become a pivotal reference point in discussions about social psychology, bystander
apathy, and community responsibility. But as subsequent investigations and scholarly analyses have
revealed, the story is far more complex than the popular narrative suggests. This article explores the
details of the case, the role of witnesses, the subsequent media portrayal, and its profound influence
on psychological theory and public consciousness.

The Background of the Kitty Genovese Case

Who Was Kitty Genovese?

Kitty Genovese was a 28-year-old young woman working as a bar manager in Queens, New York.
She was described as a kind, outgoing individual who was well-liked in her community. On the night

of March 13, 1964, she was returning home from her shift when she was unexpectedly attacked in
the parking lot of her apartment building.

The Crime Scene and Attack

According to initial reports, Kitty was stalked and assaulted by Winston Moseley, a convicted
murderer and rapist who was actively at large at the time. Moseley stabbed her multiple times, and
her screams reportedly drew the attention of neighbors. After the attack, Moseley fled the scene,
only to be apprehended days later.

The Role of Witnesses and the Alleged Apathy

The most striking aspect of the story was that, according to early reports, as many as thirty-eight

witnesses saw or heard her cries for help but did nothing to intervene or alert authorities. The
narrative of passive bystanders became a stark symbol of urban alienation and indifference.

The Media Portrayal and the "Bystander Effect"

The New York Times' Reporting

The initial coverage by The New York Times, published on March 27, 1964, played a significant role
in shaping public perception. The article titled "37 Who Saw Murder Did Not Call the Police" claimed
that thirty-eight withnesses observed Kitty?s assault and yet failed to act. The piece emphasized
themes of urban anonymity, apathy, and moral failure.

The Concept of the Bystander Effect

Psychologist Bibb Latané and John Darley, inspired by this case, studied the phenomenon where



Thirty Eight Witnesses The Kitty Genovese Case Printable PDF Vol. 2022, Issue 4

individuals are less likely to help a victim when others are present. They identified factors such as
diffusion of responsibility and social influence that inhibit intervention in emergencies. The case of
Kitty Genovese was often cited as a textbook example of this effect.

Impact on Public Consciousness

The story of the witnesses' inaction resonated deeply, reinforcing fears of urban decay and societal
indifference. It prompted a wave of research, policy discussions, and public campaigns aimed at
encouraging proactive helping behaviors.

Reevaluating the Narrative: What Did the Witnesses Actually See?
Recent Investigations and Corrected Accounts

Decades later, journalists and researchers revisited the original reports. In 2007, The New York
Times published a series of investigative articles revealing that the initial account was exaggerated.
Key findings included:

- The number of witnesses was overestimated; only a handful actually saw or heard the attack
clearly.

- Witnesses did not ignore the cries but were confused about what was happening or unsure
whether help was needed.

- Some witnesses called the police, but their calls were not immediately connected to the attack.

- The idea that all withesses saw the attack and chose inaction was a simplification and, in some
cases, inaccurate.

Understanding Witness Behavior

The revised accounts suggest that witness behavior was more nuanced. Factors influencing their
responses included:

- Uncertainty: Witnesses were unsure if the cries for help were real or a joke.

- Perceived Responsibility: Some felt that others would or should take action.

- Fear: Concerns about personal safety or involvement.

- Information Limitations: Limited visibility and hearing made it difficult to assess the situation
accurately.

The Role of Media and Public Memory
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The mythologized version of the case persisted because it served as a compelling narrative about
societal apathy. The media's simplified portrayal overshadowed complex human behaviors and
contextual factors.

The Psychological and Sociological Implications
The Bystander Effect and Diffusion of Responsibility
The case of Kitty Genovese was instrumental in establishing the concept of the bystander effect,

where individuals are less likely to help as the number of withesses increases. The phenomenon
occurs because:

- People assume others will intervene.
- Responsibility is diffused across all witnesses.
- Individuals may feel less personal accountability.
Ethical and Moral Considerations
The case raises questions about moral responsibility in urban settings. It challenges us to consider:
- What obligations do witnesses have to intervene?
- How do social norms and fear influence helping behavior?
- Can community structures be improved to foster proactive responses?
Impact on Emergency Response and Policy
The case spurred initiatives such as:
- Bystander intervention training programs.

- Public awareness campaigns emphasizing personal responsibility.
- Changes in emergency response protocols to encourage prompt action.

The Case's Legacy in Popular Culture and Academic Discourse
In Literature, Film, and Art

The Kitty Genovese case has been referenced and dramatized in various media, including films,
documentaries, and theater, often emphasizing themes of urban alienation and moral failure. It has
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become a cautionary tale warning of societal indifference.
In Academic Research
The case remains a foundational case study in social psychology courses. It has inspired research

into:

- Group dynamics.
- Altruism and prosocial behavior.
- Moral psychology.
Contemporary Relevance
Modern incidents of bystander apathy, including social media-facilitated emergencies, continue to

evoke comparisons to the Genovese case. The core lessons about individual responsibility and
societal engagement remain relevant.

Lessons Learned and Moving Forward
Understanding Human Behavior
The reinterpretation of the Kitty Genovese case underscores the importance of understanding
human psychology in context. It reminds us that:

- People often act based on complex assessments, not mere indifference.

- Environmental, social, and informational factors heavily influence responses.
Encouraging Proactive Help
Communities can foster a culture of assistance by:

- Promoting awareness of the bystander effect.

- Providing training in emergency response.

- Encouraging individuals to take personal responsibility.

Enhancing Urban Safety and Community Ties

Urban planning and community development can also reduce apathy by:
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- Increasing neighborhood engagement.
- Creating safer, more connected environments.
- Implementing clear protocols for emergencies.

Conclusion: Beyond the Myth of Apathy

The story of the thirty-eight witnesses to Kitty Genovese?s murder has left an indelible mark on
societal consciousness and psychological theory. While initial reports painted a picture of callous
indifference, subsequent research reveals a more complicated reality rooted in human uncertainty,
social influence, and contextual factors. The case serves as both a cautionary tale and a catalyst for
positive change?reminding us that understanding human behavior is essential to building a more
compassionate and responsive society. It challenges individuals and communities alike to reflect on
their roles in responding to emergencies and to foster environments where helping others becomes
a shared moral imperative rather than a matter of chance or apathy.

QuestionAnswer What is the significance of the thirty-eight witnesses in the Kitty Genovese
case? The thirty-eight witnesses refer to the individuals who reportedly saw or heard Kitty
Genovese's attack but did not intervene or call the police, highlighting issues of urban apathy and
bystander effect. Did all thirty-eight witnesses actually see or hear the attack on Kitty Genovese?
Later investigations revealed that not all thirty-eight witnesses directly observed the attack; some
only heard parts of it or heard screams, and the number of withesses was exaggerated in initial
reports. How did the media portrayal of the witnesses impact public perception of the case? The
media emphasized the witnesses' inaction, which led to widespread criticism of urban indifference,
but subsequent research showed that the story was somewhat sensationalized, affecting
perceptions of community responsibility. What is the bystander effect, and how does it relate to the
Kitty Genovese case? The bystander effect is a social psychological phenomenon where individuals
are less likely to help a victim when others are present; the case of Kitty Genovese was often cited
as a prime example of this effect. Have later studies challenged the original narrative of the
thirty-eight witnesses in the Kitty Genovese case? Yes, subsequent investigations found that the
story was somewhat exaggerated, and the number of withesses and their inaction were less
clear-cut than initially reported, leading to a more nuanced understanding. What lessons did the
Kitty Genovese case teach about urban safety and community responsibility? The case prompted
discussions on the importance of community awareness, prompt intervention, and the need for
individuals to take responsibility in emergencies, though interpretations of the case have evolved
over time. Why is the Kitty Genovese case still relevant today in discussions about social behavior?
The case remains a powerful example in psychology and sociology for understanding bystander
apathy, the influence of social norms, and the importance of encouraging proactive intervention in
emergencies.

Related keywords: Kitty Genovese, bystander effect, New York City, 1964, urban violence, social
psychology, eyewitness accounts, murder case, community response, public outrage, crime
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investigation

HELLO KITTY MASK TEMPLATE

Hello Kitty Mask Template

Hello Kitty Mask Template: Crafting Fun and Adorable Face Masks

hello kitty mask template is a delightful resource for fans of the iconic character
who

want to create their own custom masks. Whether you?re crafting for a child?s birthday
party, a themed event, or simply looking for a fun DIY project, a Hello Kitty mask adds a
charming touch to any occasion. In this article, we?ll explore how to use a Hello Kitty mask
template e?ectively, the bene?ts of making your own mask, and creative ideas to
personalize your design.

Why Choose a Hello Kitty Mask Template?

Hello Kitty, with her unmistakable bow and sweet expression, has captured hearts
worldwide. Using a Hello Kitty mask template allows crafters to replicate this lovable
character easily. Templates act as a guide, providing the exact shapes and proportions
needed to bring Hello Kitty?s face to life. This is especially helpful for those who may not
have advanced drawing skills but still want to achieve a professional-looking mask.
Moreover, Hello Kitty mask templates are often designed for quick downloads and
printing, which means you can start crafting immediately. This convenience makes them

perfect for last-minute party favors, classroom activities, or even Halloween costumes.
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Bene?ts of Using Templates for Mask Making

**Accuracy:** Templates ensure that the iconic features of Hello Kitty?such as her
bow, eyes, and whiskers?are consistently well-proportioned.

**Ease of Use:** They simplify the cutting and assembling process, saving time and
reducing frustration.

**Customization:** Many templates can be modi?ed to include additional elements

or colors, allowing for creative freedom.

**Educational Value:** Crafting masks using templates teaches kids about shapes,
symmetry, and ?ne motor skills.

How to Use a Hello Kitty Mask Template

Using a Hello Kitty mask template is straightforward, but a few tips can enhance your
crafting experience and ?nal product.

Step 1: Choose the Right Template

There are countless Hello Kitty mask templates available online, varying in complexity and
style. Some are simple outlines ideal for young children to color, while others are more
detailed with separate parts for 3D e?ects.

When selecting a template, consider:

The age and skill level of the person making the mask.

The materials you plan to use (paper, felt, foam, etc.).

Whether you want a ?at mask or a more dimensional design.
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Step 2: Gather Materials

Most Hello Kitty mask templates can be completed with basic craft supplies. Here?s a
helpful checkilist:

Printed Hello Kitty mask template on cardstock or thick paper.

Scissors or craft knives for precise cutting.

Glue sticks or hot glue for assembling parts.

Coloring tools: markers, crayons, or paint.

Optional embellishments: glitter, stickers, fabric bows, or ribbons.

Elastic bands or string to secure the mask comfortably on the face.

Step 3: Cutting and Assembly

Print the template according to your desired size. Carefully cut out each part, especially
small details like the eyes and bow. If your template involves layering, assemble the
pieces with glue, ensuring everything is aligned. For sturdiness, consider reinforcing the
back of the mask with additional cardstock.

When attaching elastic bands, punch small holes on the sides of the mask and tie the
bands securely. Adjust the length to ?t comfortably around the head.

Creative Ways to Customize Your Hello Kitty Mask

While using a template provides structure, adding personal touches can make the mask
truly unique and memorable.

Adding Color and Texture

Use glitter glue on the bow to add sparkle.
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Attach small fabric ?owers or sequins for a playful look.

Incorporate di?erent materials like felt or foam sheets to give the mask a soft,
tactile feel.

Experiment with glitter or metallic markers to make features pop.

Incorporating Themes

Hello Kitty?s design is versatile enough to blend with various themes:

**Seasonal Masks:** Add snow?akes and winter colors for a holiday-themed mask.
**Superhero Hello Kitty:** Create a cape or mask overlay to turn Hello Kitty into a
superhero.

**Party Favors:** Coordinate mask colors with birthday party themes for a cohesive
look.

Using Hello Kitty Mask Templates for Group Activities

Planning a group craft session? Hello Kitty mask templates are perfect for classrooms,
playdates, or community events. To streamline the process:

Print multiple copies of the template.

Set up stations with di?erent materials for decorating.

Encourage kids to personalize their masks, fostering creativity.

Vol. 2022, Issue 4
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Organize a mini ?Hello Kitty parade? where everyone can showcase their creations.

4.

Where to Find Quality Hello Kitty Mask Templates

Finding a reliable and easy-to-use Hello Kitty mask template is crucial for a smooth
crafting experience. Here are some popular sources:

**O?cial Hello Kitty Websites:** Sometimes o?er downloadable templates aligned

with brand standards.

**Educational Craft Sites:** Many provide free printable templates along with
instructions.

**Etsy and Craft Marketplaces:** O?er unique, hand-drawn templates for purchase.
**Pinterest:** A treasure trove of creative mask ideas and printable templates

shared by crafters worldwide.

When downloading templates, always check for license permissions, especially if you plan
to distribute masks for commercial purposes.

Tips for a Safe and Comfortable Hello Kitty Mask

Masks should be fun but also comfortable and safe to wear, especially for children. Keep
these pointers in mind:

Use non-toxic materials and avoid small parts that could be choking hazards.

Ensure the mask has enough ventilation and does not obstruct breathing.

Choose soft elastic bands that won?t irritate the skin.

Make sure the mask ?ts well?not too tight or loose?to prevent slipping.
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For younger children, supervise the mask-making and wearing process.

Expanding Your Craft: Beyond the Mask

Once you?ve mastered the Hello Kitty mask template, why not extend the fun with
complementary crafts?

Create matching Hello Kitty ears headbands.

Design simple costumes or t-shirts featuring Hello Kitty?s face.

Make paper plate masks or 3D models for more elaborate play.

These projects can turn into memorable family bonding activities or exciting classroom
projects that celebrate creativity.

Hello Kitty mask templates are a wonderful way to merge crafting with beloved
characters. They provide a structured yet ?exible foundation to inspire creativity, whether
for personal fun or group activities. With the right template, materials, and a splash of
imagination, anyone can bring Hello Kitty?s charm to life through a delightful mask.
Question

Answer

What is a Hello Kitty mask

template?

A Hello Kitty mask template is a printable design or

pattern that can be used to create a face mask featuring

Hello Kitty imagery, often used for crafts or costume



Thirty Eight Witnesses The Kitty Genovese Case Printable PDF

purposes.
Where can | ?nd free Hello

Kitty mask templates?

Free Hello Kitty mask templates can often be found on
craft websites, printable template sites, and platforms
like Pinterest or Etsy, where creators share or sell their
designs.

How do | use a Hello Kitty

mask template to make a

mask?

To use a Hello Kitty mask template, you print the
template on paper or fabric, cut out the shape following
the pattern, and then assemble it by adding straps or
elastic to ?t around the ears.

Can Hello Kitty mask

templates be used for DIY

cloth masks?

Yes, many Hello Kitty mask templates are designed for
DIY cloth masks, allowing you to sew a reusable mask
with a Hello Kitty design.

Are Hello Kitty mask

Vol. 2022, Issue 4
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templates suitable for

children?

Hello Kitty mask templates are often designed with
children in mind, featuring fun and friendly designs, but
it's important to ensure the mask ?ts properly and is
made with safe materials.

Can | customize a Hello Kitty

mask template?

Yes, you can customize a Hello Kitty mask template by
changing colors, adding personal touches, or modifying
the size to better ?t the wearer before printing or sewing.
What materials are

recommended for making a

Hello Kitty mask using a

template?

Recommended materials include cotton fabric for comfort
and breathability, elastic bands for ear loops, and non-
toxic fabric markers or paints if you want to decorate the

mask further.

Hello Kitty Mask Template: A Detailed Exploration of its Popularity and Practicality

Vol. 2022, Issue 4
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hello kitty mask template has emerged as a notable trend within the realm of
DIY

crafts, children?s accessories, and themed party supplies. As an iconic character
recognized worldwide, Hello Kitty?s appeal transcends age groups, making customized
masks an attractive option for both parents and enthusiasts. This article delves into the
various aspects of Hello Kitty mask templates, examining their design features,
accessibility, and relevance in contemporary crafting and fashion.

The Rise of Hello Kitty Mask Templates in the Crafting

Community

Hello Kitty, created by the Japanese company Sanrio in 1974, has become a cultural
phenomenon. The character's simple yet charming design lends itself well to creative
adaptations, including masks. The recent surge in demand for face masks, driven by
global health concerns and a growing interest in personalized protective gear, has brought
Hello Kitty mask templates into the spotlight.

These templates provide a starting point for individuals aiming to create masks that blend
functionality with aesthetic appeal. Unlike generic mask patterns, Hello Kitty mask
templates incorporate distinctive elements such as the character?s signature bow,
whiskers, and rounded facial features, appealing especially to younger audiences and
collectors.

Design Features and Variations

One of the primary attractions of Hello Kitty mask templates is their versatility. Various
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designs cater to di?erent preferences and skill levels, ranging from simple printable
outlines suitable for paper masks to more elaborate sewing patterns for fabric masks.

Printable Paper Masks: These templates often include cut-out lines for easy

assembly and coloring, making them ideal for classroom activities or parties.

Fabric Sewing Patterns: Designed for durability and comfort, these templates
2.

guide users through constructing reusable masks incorporating Hello Kitty motifs.

3D Masks and Cosplay Versions: For enthusiasts seeking a more immersive
3.

experience, some templates o?er instructions to create three-dimensional masks

that replicate Hello Kitty?s face with greater detail.

The availability of these diverse templates has democratized access to branded mask

designs, allowing individuals without advanced crafting skills to participate in creative
mask-making.

Accessibility and Sources of Hello Kitty Mask Templates

The proliferation of digital platforms has made Hello Kitty mask templates widely

accessible. Numerous websites provide free or paid downloads, ranging from o?cial

Sanrio merchandise sites to independent craft blogs and e-commerce platforms such as

Etsy.

When selecting a template, users should consider the source's credibility and the licensing
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terms. O?cial templates often come with quality assurances and precise dimensions,
while fan-created designs may o?er innovative variations but lack formal endorsement.
Additionally, printable templates are frequently optimized for standard home printers,
whereas sewing patterns may require more detailed instructions and measurements,
catering to varying levels of crafting expertise.

Practical Considerations in Using Hello Kitty Mask Templates

While the appeal of Hello Kitty-themed masks is evident, practical factors play a crucial
role in their successful creation and use.

Material Selection and Durability

The choice of materials signi?cantly impacts the mask's e?ectiveness and comfort. For
fabric masks derived from Hello Kitty templates, cotton blends are preferred for
breathability and ease of washing. Some templates recommend using interfacing layers or
?lter pockets to enhance protection.

Conversely, paper masks based on printable templates serve more as decorative or
costume pieces rather than functional protective gear. It is essential for users to
understand these distinctions to manage expectations regarding safety and longevity.
Size and Fit Considerations

Hello Kitty mask templates often come in various sizes to accommodate di?erent age
groups. Ensuring an appropriate ?t is critical, especially for children, to maintain both

comfort and e?cacy. Adjustable features such as elastic ear loops or ties are commonly
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incorporated into patterns.

Moreover, some templates include guidelines for resizing, allowing users to customize the
mask dimensions according to speci?c needs.

Ease of Assembly

The complexity of assembling a Hello Kitty mask varies with the template type. Printable
paper masks typically require minimal e?ort?cutting along lines and attaching elastic
bands?making them suitable for quick projects or group activities.

Fabric masks, however, may involve multiple steps such as cutting, sewing, and adding
embellishments like bows. Templates that provide step-by-step instructions, illustrated
guides, or video tutorials enhance the user experience and reduce potential frustration.
Comparative Analysis: Hello Kitty Mask Templates vs. Generic

Mask Patterns

To understand the unique value of Hello Kitty mask templates, it is instructive to compare
them with standard mask designs.

Visual Appeal: Hello Kitty masks o?er a distinctive aesthetic that generic masks

lack, making them highly desirable for fans and children.

Customization: Branded templates often allow for personalization, such as

2.
coloring or adding decorative elements, which generic patterns may not emphasize.

Complexity: Due to their character-speci?c features, Hello Kitty templates can
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be

more intricate, potentially requiring more time and skKill.

Functionality: Both template types can meet safety standards if constructed
4.

properly; however, the focus on design in Hello Kitty masks sometimes prioritizes

form over function.

This comparison highlights that while Hello Kitty mask templates excel in creativity and
engagement, users must balance aesthetics with practical considerations.

Market Trends and Consumer Demand

The integration of popular culture in everyday items such as masks re?ects broader
consumer trends favoring personalization and nostalgia. Hello Kitty?s enduring popularity
ensures sustained demand for related products, including mask templates.
Manufacturers and independent designers capitalize on this by o?ering a range of
templates and ?nished masks, often targeting seasonal events, school functions, or fan
conventions. This dynamic market encourages continuous innovation in template design
and material usage.

Safety and Regulatory Implications

An increasingly relevant aspect of Hello Kitty mask templates is compliance with health
guidelines. While many templates focus on appearance, it is vital to ensure that masks

meet minimum standards for ?ltration and ?t, especially during health crises.
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Some templates integrate instructions on adding ?lter layers or recommend speci?c fabric
types known for better ?ltration. Consumers should verify that their ?nal product aligns
with recommendations from health authorities to ensure both safety and comfort.

This intersection of design and safety underscores the responsibility of template creators
to provide accurate and clear information, helping users make informed decisions.

The growing popularity of Hello Kitty mask templates exempli?es how cultural icons
in?uence practical items, merging creativity with utility. As crafting communities and
consumers continue to embrace personalized protective gear, these templates serve as a
testament to the enduring appeal of Hello Kitty and the innovative ways in which her
image is adapted to contemporary needs.

hello kitty mask printable, hello kitty face mask pattern, hello kitty paper mask, hello kitty
costume mask, hello kitty mask DIY, hello kitty party mask, hello kitty mask coloring page,

hello kitty masquerade mask, hello kitty mask craft, hello kitty mask outline

Read the full article online: Hello kitty mask template
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