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The Intriguing World of Theatre Tome 1 Les Mouches Huis Clos Morts Sans S

theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts sans s represents a fascinating
intersection of classic French theatre and existential drama, bringing together some of the
most profound works that have shaped modern theatrical expression. Whether you are a
student of literature, a theatre enthusiast, or simply curious about these plays, diving into
this collection opens up a rich tapestry of themes, characters, and philosophical questions
that continue to captivate audiences worldwide.

Exploring the Essence of Theatre Tome 1 Les Mouches Huis Clos

Morts Sans S

This particular compilation, often referred to as ?theatre tome 1,? typically includes

seminal plays such as Jean-Paul Sartre?s Les Mouches (The Flies) and Huis Clos (No Exit),
alongside other important works like Morts Sans S. These plays are essential reading for
anyone interested in 20th-century French theatre, especially works in?uenced by
existentialism and absurdism.

Why These Plays Matter

Theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts sans s is not just a random assortment of
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plays; it is a curated experience that delves deep into human nature, freedom, guilt, and
the search for meaning. For instance:

Les Mouches revisits the myth of Orestes and Electra, blending classical
tragedy

with existentialist philosophy.

Huis Clos famously introduces the concept of ?Hell is other people,? re?ecting
on

interpersonal relationships and self-judgment.

Morts Sans S (which translates roughly as ?Deaths Without S?) often deals with
themes of identity and the absurdity of existence.

These works collectively challenge the audience to re?ect on their own existence and
moral responsibilities.

Themes and Philosophical Underpinnings

One of the reasons theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts sans s remains a staple in
literary and theatrical studies is the richness of its themes. The plays confront
fundamental human questions in ways that are dramatic, poetic, and often unsettling.
Freedom and Responsibility

A central theme in both Les Mouches and Huis Clos is the idea of freedom?not just as the
ability to act but as the responsibility to accept the consequences of one?s choices.
Sartre?s existentialist philosophy is woven throughout these works, emphasizing that

humans are condemned to be free, meaning they must create their own essence through



Theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts Online PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 8

actions.

Guilt and Redemption

In Les Mouches, characters wrestle with guilt imposed by the gods and society,

symbolizing external and internal struggles. The play?s staging of Orestes? return and
confrontation with his past sins highlights how guilt can be both a burden and a path to
liberation.

The Absurd and Human Relationships

Theatre Tome 1 Les Mouches Huis Clos Morts Sans S: An In-Depth Exploration of Sartre?s
Existential Masterpieces

theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts sans s represents a signi?cant
compilation of Jean-Paul Sartre?s early dramatic works, capturing the essence of
existentialist thought through the medium of theatre. This volume brings together three of
Sartre?s most in?uential plays?Les Mouches, Huis Clos, and Morts Sans S?each
contributing distinct philosophical inquiries into freedom, responsibility, and the human
condition. As a cornerstone for understanding 20th-century French theatre and existential
philosophy, this collection merits close scrutiny and contextual analysis.

Contextualizing Theatre Tome 1: Sartre?s Philosophical Drama

Jean-Paul Sartre, widely recognized for his philosophical writings, also made a profound
impact on theatre. The plays in theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts sans s serve

as vivid dramatizations of his existentialist ideas. Written during the turbulent years

surrounding World War Il, these works re?ect both the political climate and Sartre?s
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personal re?ections on freedom under oppression.

Each play o?ers a unique theatrical approach: Les Mouches (The Flies) adapts classical
mythology to question guilt and redemption; Huis Clos (No Exit) famously introduces the
concept of ?Hell is other people,? exploring interpersonal dynamics and self-deception;
while Morts Sans S (Dead Without S) delves into the absurdity of existence and the
nuances of identity. Collectively, they provide a layered understanding of Sartre?s vision of
human freedom.

Les Mouches: Mythology Meets Existentialism

Les Mouches, ?rst performed in 1943, reimagines the myth of Electra and Orestes, placing
them in a world dominated by guilt and divine punishment. Sartre uses this classical
setting to dissect themes of freedom, responsibility, and moral choice. The ?ies (les
mouches) symbolize the torment of guilt imposed by external authorities, while the
protagonists? struggle embodies the existentialist rejection of imposed values.

This play?s signi?cance lies in its allegorical power. By blending myth with modern
philosophy, Sartre encourages audiences to question inherited moral frameworks and to
embrace authentic freedom. The play?s dramatic tension and symbolic imagery make it a
compelling entry point for those studying existentialist theatre.

Huis Clos: The Psychological Theatre of the Absurd

Huis Clos, often translated as No Exit, stands as one of Sartre?s most celebrated works.

Set entirely in a single room where three characters confront their past actions and each
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other, it encapsulates the claustrophobic nature of self-awareness and interpersonal
judgment. The phrase ?L?enfer, c?est les autres? (?Hell is other people?) captures the core
existential dilemma of self-de?nition through the gaze of others.

From a theatrical perspective, Huis Clos challenges traditional narrative structures by
focusing on dialogue and psychological con?ict rather than action. This intensi?es the
emotional impact and philosophical depth, making it a staple in modern drama curricula
and existentialist studies alike. The minimalist staging and intense character interactions
emphasize the inescapability of self and social judgment.

Morts Sans S: Exploring Identity and Existential Absurdity

Though less internationally renowned than Les Mouches and Huis Clos, Morts Sans S
provides crucial insights into Sartre?s evolving thought. The play?s title, literally ?Dead
Without S,? hints at themes of identity, naming, and existence. Through its narrative and
dramatic form, it interrogates the absurdity of life and the quest for meaning in a
seemingly indi?erent universe.

The play exempli?es Sartre?s continued experimentation with form and content, merging
existential philosophy with avant-garde theatrical techniques. Its exploration of identity
resonates with Sartre?s broader philosophical inquiries into ?being-for-itself? versus
?being-in-itself,? enriching the thematic tapestry of theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos
morts sans s.

Comparative Features and Thematic Intersections

When analyzing theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts sans s, it is instructive to
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consider the common threads and divergences among the three plays. While each stands
alone as a dramatic work, their interrelations deepen the understanding of Sartre?s
existentialist message.

Freedom and Responsibility: All three plays emphasize the individual?s
freedom

to choose and the accompanying responsibility. Les Mouches portrays liberation

from divine guilt; Huis Clos reveals the self-imposed prison of social perception;

Morts Sans S confronts the absurdity and contingency of existence.

Interpersonal Dynamics: The role of others in shaping self-identity is central,
2.

especially in Huis Clos where characters are trapped together, forcing confrontation

with their own and others? truths.

Stylistic Approaches: Les Mouches uses classical allegory and myth; Huis Clos
3.

adopts a minimalist, psychological setting; Morts Sans S experiments with absurdist

elements, re?ecting Sartre?s evolving theatrical style.

These thematic and stylistic nuances contribute to the collection?s richness, making it a

vital resource for scholars and enthusiasts of existentialism and modern theatre.

Theatre Tome 1 in Contemporary Scholarship

The continued relevance of theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts sans s in
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academic and theatrical circles speaks to Sartre?s enduring in?uence. Contemporary
critiqgues often focus on the plays? implications for existential ethics, freedom under
political oppression, and the human condition in the 21st century.

Recent productions and translations have revitalized interest, highlighting how Sartre?s
guestions about authenticity and self-determination remain pressing. Educators frequently
incorporate these plays into curricula to exemplify the fusion of philosophy and dramatic
art. Moreover, the collection?s accessibility in a single volume enhances its appeal for
comprehensive study.

Practical Considerations for Readers and Performers

For those engaging with theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts sans s, it is useful to
consider both the reading experience and theatrical performance aspects.

Reading: The plays demand attentive reading, given their philosophical density

and symbolic language. Annotated editions or companion texts on Sartre?s
philosophy can aid comprehension.

Performance: Directors and actors must navigate the balance between
existential

abstraction and emotional authenticity. The sparse settings of Huis Clos contrast
with the grand mythic ambiance of Les Mouches, requiring versatile staging

strategies.
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Audience Engagement: These plays often provoke re?ection and debate,
making

3.

post-performance discussions valuable. Understanding the historical context
enhances appreciation.

The challenges and rewards of working with this volume underscore its signi?cance as
both a literary and theatrical milestone.

Theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts sans s stands as a profound testament to
Jean-Paul Sartre?s ability to translate complex philosophical concepts into compelling
drama. Through its synthesis of myth, psychological insight, and existential inquiry, this
collection continues to inspire rigorous analysis and passionate artistic interpretation,
securing its place in the canon of world literature and theatre history.

théatre, tome 1, les mouches, huis clos, morts sans, piece de théatre, drame,

existentialisme, Sartre, théatre francais

philosophy and theatre an introduction

philosophy and theatre an introduction

The intersection of philosophy and theatre is a rich and dynamic field that explores the profound
ways in which philosophical ideas influence theatrical expression, and conversely, how theatre can
serve as a powerful medium for philosophical inquiry. From ancient Greece to contemporary stage
productions, this relationship has shaped the development of both disciplines, offering insights into
human nature, ethics, existence, and society. Understanding the connection between philosophy
and theatre allows audiences and scholars alike to deepen their appreciation of theatrical works and
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to recognize their potential as tools for philosophical reflection and social critique.

Understanding Philosophy and Theatre: An Overview

Philosophy and theatre are two disciplines that, despite their different methods and focuses, share a
common goal: exploring the human condition. Philosophy seeks to understand fundamental truths
about existence, morality, knowledge, and reality through reasoned inquiry. Theatre, on the other
hand, dramatizes human experiences, emotions, and conflicts, often reflecting societal values and
probing moral dilemmas.

By examining their historical development and core principles, we can appreciate how these fields
intertwine and influence one another.

Historical Roots of Philosophy and Theatre
Ancient Greece: The Birth of Philosophical Theatre

Ancient Greece is often regarded as the cradle of both philosophy and theatre, with figures like
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle laying foundational ideas that continue to influence contemporary
thought. Greek theatre, exemplified by tragedies and comedies performed at festivals such as
Dionysia, was deeply intertwined with philosophical inquiry.

- Socrates and the Socratic Method: His dialectical approach to questioning encouraged critical
thinking and open debate, which became central to philosophical discourse and theatrical
improvisation.

- Plato's Allegory of the Cave: A philosophical metaphor that has inspired countless theatrical
adaptations exploring perception, reality, and enlightenment.

- Aristotle's Poetics: This seminal work analyses tragedy and dramatic structure, emphasizing
catharsis and moral reflection, and remains influential in both philosophical and theatrical circles.

Medieval and Renaissance Contributions
During the medieval period, religious and philosophical themes permeated theatre, with morality

plays serving as didactic tools. The Renaissance revived classical ideals, emphasizing humanism,
individualism, and the exploration of existential themes in theatre.

Core Themes at the Intersection of Philosophy and Theatre

The relationship between philosophy and theatre manifests through various recurring themes that
continue to resonate today.
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1. Ethics and Morality

Theatre often explores moral dilemmas, prompting audiences to reflect on what is right or wrong.
Philosophical questions about ethics underpin many dramatic narratives.

- Key Points:

- Theatre as a mirror to societal values.

- Use of tragedy and comedy to examine moral virtues and vices.
- Ethical debates through characters? conflicts.

2. Human Nature and Existence

Both disciplines probe questions about what it means to be human, mortality, identity, and
consciousness.

- Key Points:

- Theatre as a platform for existential exploration.

- Philosophical inquiry into free will, determinism, and consciousness.
- Dramatic portrayals of human struggles and vulnerabilities.

3. Reality, Perception, and Illusion
Philosophy?s interest in perception and reality finds expression in theatrical techniques that

challenge audiences? perceptions.

- Key Points:

- Use of theatrical devices like masks, illusions, and breaking the fourth wall.
- Philosophical themes like Plato?s Allegory of the Cave.

- Theatre as a space for questioning reality.

4. Society and Politics
Theatre often functions as a critique or reflection of societal structures, echoing philosophical ideas

about justice, power, and social contract.

- Key Points:
- Political theatre as a form of social critique.



Theatre tome 1 les mouches huis clos morts Online PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 8

- Philosophical debates about authority and legitimacy.
- Theatre as a means of fostering social change.

Philosophical Concepts Influencing Theatre
Several philosophical ideas have profoundly shaped theatrical practices and theories.
1. The Concept of Aesthetics

Philosophers like Kant and Hegel explored the nature of beauty and art, influencing theatrical
aesthetics and performance styles.

2. The Notion of Authenticity

Existentialist philosophers such as Sartre emphasized authenticity and individualism, themes often
explored in modern theatre.

3. The Ethics of Representation

Philosophy raises questions about representation, cultural appropriation, and the ethics of depicting
others? experiences on stage.

4. The Philosophy of Language and Drama

Ludwig Wittgenstein and others explored how language constructs reality, influencing
dialogue-driven and absurdist theatre.

The Role of Theatre in Philosophical Discourse

Theatre is not just a reflection of philosophical ideas; it also serves as a platform for philosophical
engagement.

1. Theatre as a Philosophical Practice
- Engaging audiences in ethical debates.
- Exploring philosophical themes through performance.

- Using improvisation and dramatization to stimulate philosophical inquiry.

2. Theatre for Philosophical Education
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- Dramatic reenactments of philosophical texts.
- Interactive performances that encourage critical thinking.
- Theatre as a pedagogical tool in philosophy courses.

3. Contemporary Examples

- Plays like Jean-Paul Sartre?s ?No Exit? explore existential themes.

- Bertolt Brecht?s Epic Theatre promotes critical viewing and social critique.

- Modern experimental theatre often incorporates philosophical concepts like postmodernism and
deconstruction.

Future Directions: Philosophy and Theatre in the Modern Era

The ongoing evolution of theatre continues to be influenced by philosophical debates about
technology, identity, and ethics.

Emerging Trends

- Virtual and Augmented Reality: Exploring new dimensions of perception and reality.

- Interactive Theatre: Engaging audiences as active participants in philosophical inquiry.

- Global and Cross-Cultural Theatre: Addressing universal philosophical questions through
diverse cultural lenses.

Challenges and Opportunities

- Balancing entertainment with intellectual engagement.
- Addressing ethical concerns in representation and storytelling.
- Harnessing technology to enhance philosophical dialogue on stage.

Conclusion: Embracing the Dialogue Between Philosophy and
Theatre

The relationship between philosophy and theatre is a vital and enduring dialogue that enriches both
fields. Theatre offers a visceral, imnmediate way to experience philosophical ideas, making complex
concepts accessible and emotionally resonant. Meanwhile, philosophy provides critical frameworks
that deepen theatrical analysis and practice. Together, they foster a richer understanding of the
human experience, encouraging reflection, debate, and social change. Whether through exploring
timeless ethical questions, challenging perceptions of reality, or inspiring new artistic forms, the
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synergy of philosophy and theatre continues to illuminate the complexities of life and society.

Keywords for SEO Optimization:
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- Modern philosophy and theatre trends

- Theatre for philosophical education

By exploring these topics, readers can gain a comprehensive understanding of how philosophy and
theatre intertwine, enriching both academic study and theatrical practice.

Philosophy and Theatre: An Introduction

The intersection of philosophy and theatre is a rich, intricate domain that explores fundamental
guestions about human existence, morality, aesthetics, and the nature of reality through the lens of
performance arts. This relationship is not merely academic; it influences how plays are written,
performed, interpreted, and understood. By delving into philosophical ideas, theatre becomes a
space where abstract concepts are brought to life, making complex notions accessible and
emotionally resonant. Conversely, theatre can serve as a philosophical practice, embodying and
challenging ideas in a visceral and immediate way. In this guide, we will explore the historical
development, key themes, influential thinkers, and contemporary debates at the heart of the
philosophy and theatre nexus.

The Historical Context: From Ancient Roots to Modern Philosophy
Ancient Foundations

The roots of philosophy and theatre intertwine deeply with ancient civilizations. In Greece, theatre
was not only entertainment but also a philosophical act. Playwrights like Sophocles, Euripides, and
Aristophanes incorporated philosophical themes?such as justice, fate, and morality?into their works.
The Greek tragedians especially grappled with questions about human suffering, divine justice, and
the limits of human knowledge, echoing early philosophical inquiries.
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Plato, a central figure in Western philosophy, was notably critical of theatre, viewing it as an imitation
that could mislead the soul. Yet, he also recognized its power to influence moral character and
societal values. Conversely, Aristotle offered a more positive view, emphasizing the cathartic and
educational potential of tragedy in his Poetics.

The Middle Ages to Enlightenment

During the Middle Ages, religious themes dominated theatrical productions, with morality plays
serving as didactic tools. Moving into the Enlightenment, theatre began to challenge traditional
authority and explore individual reason, freedom, and skepticism?topics central to philosophical
debates of the era.

Modern and Contemporary Developments

In the 19th and 20th centuries, theatre became increasingly experimental, reflecting philosophical
movements such as existentialism, phenomenology, and postmodernism. Thinkers like Jean-Paul
Sartre and Martin Heidegger influenced theatrical forms, emphasizing authenticity, being, and the
human condition.

Key Themes in Philosophy and Theatre

- Representation and Reality

One core philosophical concern in theatre is the nature of representation. How does a play depict
reality? Is theatre merely an imitation (mimesis), or does it create a new, autonomous reality? This
guestion has profound implications for understanding authenticity, illusion, and the role of the
audience.

- Mimesis (imitation): Aristotle?s concept that theatre imitates life.
- Simulation: Modern critiques, especially in postmodern theatre, question whether
representations are mere copies or simulations that challenge notions of truth.

- Ethics and Morality

Theatre often explores moral dilemmas and ethical behavior. Philosophers have debated whether
theatre can serve as a moral educator or if it risks promoting vice.
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- Catharsis: Aristotle?s idea that tragedy purges emotions, offering moral and emotional clarity.
- Moral engagement: Contemporary theatre can provoke ethical reflection and social critique.

- Identity and the Self

Theatre provides a space to explore identity, gender, and the self. Philosophers like Simone de
Beauvoir and Judith Butler have influenced contemporary theatrical practices that challenge fixed
identities and highlight performativity.

- Time, Space, and Embodiment

Philosophical inquiries into the nature of time and space are central to experimental theatre,
especially in how performers embody philosophical ideas about consciousness, temporality, and
reality.

Influential Philosophers and Theorists of Theatre

- Aristotle: His Poetics remains foundational, emphasizing plot, character, and catharsis.

- Plato: Critical of theatre?s moral influence but aware of its societal power.

- Martin Heidegger: Explored theatre?s role in revealing truths about Being.

- Jean-Paul Sartre: Emphasized existential freedom and authenticity in theatrical characters.

- Jacques Derrida: Deconstruction of theatrical texts and the idea of the play as a site of
meaning?s instability.

- Antonin Artaud: The Theatre of Cruelty challenged traditional forms, emphasizing visceral
experience.

- Augusto Boal: Developed the Theatre of the Oppressed, blending theatre with social activism.

How Philosophy Shapes Theatre Practice and Theory

Philosophical Influences on Playwriting and Performance

Many playwrights and directors draw from philosophical ideas to craft their works. For example:
- Theatre of the Absurd (e.g., Samuel Beckett): Reflects existentialist ideas about

meaninglessness.

- Epic Theatre (Brecht): Uses theatrical techniques to provoke rational critique and social change.
- Postmodern Theatre: Employs deconstruction and relativism to question narratives and
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authority.
Theatre as a Philosophical Practice
Some theatre practitioners see performance as a philosophical act?an exploration of human
existence:

- Forum Theatre: Engages audiences in social and ethical debates.

- Performance Philosophy: Uses performance to investigate philosophical questions in real-time.
Contemporary Debates and Future Directions
The Ethical Role of Theatre
In an era of social upheaval, theatre?s capacity to foster empathy and social understanding is
debated. Can theatre truly effect social change? How should ethical considerations influence
theatrical content?

Technology and Virtual Reality

Advances in digital technology and virtual reality are reshaping theatrical experiences, raising
guestions about reality, authenticity, and embodiment?topics of keen philosophical interest.

Intersection with Other Disciplines

Theatre increasingly intersects with psychology, neuroscience, and cultural studies, enriching
philosophical debates about consciousness, identity, and societal narratives.

Conclusion: The Ongoing Dialogue Between Philosophy and Theatre

The relationship between philosophy and theatre continues to be a vibrant, evolving dialogue.
Theatre acts as a mirror to philosophical inquiries, embodying complex ideas about existence,
morality, and reality in performance. Conversely, philosophy offers critical frameworks that deepen
our understanding of theatre?s role in society and its potential to challenge, inspire, and transform
audiences.

Whether through classical tragedy, experimental performance, or digital innovations, the enduring
engagement of philosophy with theatre underscores its importance as a vital cultural and intellectual
enterprise. As both disciplines evolve, their interplay promises to remain a fertile ground for
exploration?challenging perceptions, provoking thought, and illuminating the human condition in all
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its complexity.

QuestionAnswer How does philosophy influence modern theatre practices? Philosophy shapes
modern theatre by providing frameworks for exploring human existence, ethics, and societal issues,
influencing playwrights and directors to create works that provoke thought and reflection. What are
the key philosophical themes explored in theatre? Key themes include existentialism, morality,
identity, consciousness, and the nature of reality, which actors and playwrights often examine
through their performances and scripts. How can theatre be used as a philosophical tool? Theatre
serves as a philosophical tool by allowing audiences to engage with complex ideas and ethical
dilemmas through immersive storytelling, encouraging critical thinking and empathy. What is the
historical relationship between philosophy and theatre? Historically, philosophy and theatre have
been intertwined, with ancient Greek philosophers like Plato and Aristotle analyzing theatre's role in
society and its impact on moral and intellectual development. In what ways does theatre reflect
philosophical debates about reality and perception? Theatre often explores themes of illusion,
appearance versus reality, and perception, prompting audiences to question their understanding of
truth and the nature of existence. How does existentialist philosophy manifest in theatrical
productions? Existentialist themes appear in theatre through stories that focus on individual choice,
freedom, absurdity, and the search for meaning, often highlighting characters' internal struggles.
What role does ethics play in theatre and dramatic storytelling? Ethics in theatre involves examining
moral questions posed by characters and plots, encouraging audiences to reflect on their own
values and societal norms. Can theatre be considered a form of philosophical inquiry? Yes, theatre
acts as a form of philosophical inquiry by dramatizing abstract ideas and ethical dilemmas, fostering
dialogue and deeper understanding of complex concepts. How do contemporary theatre
practitioners incorporate philosophical ideas into their work? Contemporary practitioners incorporate
philosophy by exploring themes like identity, social justice, and human rights, often experimenting
with form and narrative to challenge perceptions. What is the significance of introducing philosophy
in theatre education? Introducing philosophy in theatre education enriches students' understanding
of human nature and societal issues, fostering critical thinking, creativity, and a deeper appreciation
of dramatic arts.

Related keywords: philosophy, theatre, aesthetics, existentialism, dramatic arts, performance
theory, ancient Greece, dramaturgy, philosophical perspectives, theatrical criticism
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