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wawasan brunei 2035 is a comprehensive national development plan that aims to transform Brunei
Darussalam into a fully developed nation by the year 2035. This visionary blueprint reflects the
country?s commitment to sustainable growth, economic diversification, social progress, and
environmental preservation. As Brunei moves towards this ambitious goal, stakeholders across
government, private sectors, and communities are working collaboratively to realize the aspirations
outlined in Wawasan Brunei 2035, ensuring a prosperous and resilient future for generations to
come.

Understanding Wawasan Brunei 2035: The Vision and Its Foundations
What is Wawasan Brunei 20357

Wawasan Brunei 2035 is a national vision that provides strategic direction for the country?s
development over the next decade and beyond. It articulates the aspirations of the Brunei people to
achieve a high standard of living, a sustainable environment, and a cohesive society. The plan is
rooted in the core values of harmony, progress, and resilience, aligning with the nation?s principles
and cultural heritage.

The Core Objectives of Wawasan Brunei 2035

The vision aims to:

- Become a nation that is recognized for its high-quality human resources and a knowledgeable
society.

- Develop a vibrant and sustainable economy with diversified income sources beyond oil and gas.

- Ensure a high standard of living for all citizens, with access to quality education, healthcare, and
social services.

- Preserve and promote Brunei?s unique cultural heritage and natural environment.

- Build a resilient nation capable of adapting to global changes and challenges.

Key Pillars of Wawasan Brunei 2035

The strategy is built around four main pillars that interconnect to create a holistic development
framework:

1. Human Capital Development
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This pillar emphasizes nurturing a highly skilled, innovative, and productive workforce.

- Education Reform: Enhancing educational quality from primary to tertiary levels, emphasizing
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics), critical thinking, and lifelong learning.
- Health and Well-being: Providing comprehensive healthcare services and promoting healthy

lifestyles to improve quality of life.
- Skills and Innovation: Fostering creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship among citizens to
support economic diversification.

2. Economic Diversification

Reducing dependency on oil and gas is crucial for sustainable growth.

- Developing Non-Oil Sectors: Promoting sectors such as tourism, halal industry, information
technology, finance, and agriculture.

- Encouraging Investment: Attracting both local and foreign investments through policy reforms,
incentives, and infrastructure development.

- Enhancing Infrastructure: Building world-class transport, communication, and logistics
facilities to support diverse industries.

3. Social Cohesion and Cultural Identity
A cohesive society is fundamental for national stability and progress.
- Inclusive Society: Ensuring equal opportunities and social justice for all ethnic and religious
groups.
- Cultural Preservation: Promoting Brunei?s rich cultural heritage, traditions, and Islamic values.
- Community Engagement: Encouraging citizen participation in nation-building activities and
community development.
4. Environmental Sustainability
Protecting natural resources and promoting green growth underpin long-term prosperity.
- Conservation Initiatives: Preserving forests, wildlife, and marine ecosystems.

- Green Technologies: Investing in renewable energy sources and energy-efficient
infrastructure.
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- Climate Change Adaptation: Developing strategies to mitigate and adapt to climate-related
risks.

Strategic Initiatives and Implementation Plans

To realize Wawasan Brunei 2035, the government has laid out specific initiatives and policies
aligned with its pillars:

Education and Human Resource Development

- Implementing the Brunei Education System Transformation to modernize curricula.

- Establishing partnerships with international universities to increase access to quality higher
education.

- Promoting vocational training to equip youth with practical skills.

Economic Growth and Diversification

- Launching the National Development Plan (2023-2027) to focus on infrastructure and
investment.

- Supporting startups and Small and Medium Enterprises (SMESs) through grants and mentorship
programs.

- Developing Special Economic Zones to attract foreign direct investment.

Social Policies and Cultural Preservation

- Enhancing social safety nets and welfare programs.

- Promoting arts, culture, and tourism through festivals, heritage sites, and cultural centers.

- Strengthening national unity through educational campaigns emphasizing Brunei?s values.
Environmental and Sustainability Measures

- Enforcing environmental regulations to reduce carbon emissions.

- Promoting eco-tourism and green urban planning.

- Investing in renewable energy projects, such as solar and biomass.

Challenges and Opportunities on the Path to 2035
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Challenges Facing Wawasan Brunei 2035

- Economic Dependence on Oil and Gas: Transitioning to a diversified economy requires
significant investment and strategic planning.

- Global Market Fluctuations: External economic shocks can impact investment and trade.

- Technological Transformation: Keeping pace with rapid technological changes demands
continuous innovation and skills development.

- Environmental Concerns: Balancing development with conservation efforts is essential to
sustain natural resources.

Opportunities for Brunei

- Strategic Location: Leveraging its position to become a regional logistics hub.

- Growing Tourism Sector: Capitalizing on eco-tourism and cultural tourism to attract visitors.

- Digital Economy: Embracing digital transformation to create new business opportunities.

- Regional and Global Partnerships: Strengthening cooperation within ASEAN and beyond to
foster economic and social development.

Measuring Success: Indicators of Progress Toward Wawasan Brunei
2035

The government has established key performance indicators (KPIs) to monitor progress, including:

- Per capita income levels and poverty rates.

- Educational attainment and workforce skills index.

- Environmental sustainability metrics such as carbon footprint and biodiversity health.
- Levels of foreign investment and diversification of the economy.

- Quality of healthcare and social services satisfaction surveys.

Regular assessments and transparent reporting ensure accountability and guide policy adjustments
to meet the 2035 goals.

Conclusion: Brunei?s Journey Towards a Bright Future

Wawasan Brunei 2035 embodies the nation?s aspirations to build a resilient, sustainable, and
prosperous society. By focusing on human capital development, economic diversification, social
cohesion, and environmental preservation, Brunei aims to secure a high standard of living for its
citizens while safeguarding its cultural and natural heritage. Success will depend on effective
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implementation, innovative strategies, and active participation from all sectors of society. As the
country strides towards 2035, Wawasan Brunei 2035 serves as a guiding light, inspiring progress
and unity in pursuit of a shared national vision.

Wawasan Brunei 2035 is a visionary strategic framework that aims to guide Brunei Darussalam
toward a prosperous, sustainable, and highly developed nation by the year 2035. Launched by the
Brunei government, this long-term plan embodies the nation?s aspirations to diversify its economy,
enhance the quality of life for its citizens, and establish itself as a key player in the regional and
global arenas. As Brunei continues to evolve in a rapidly changing world, Wawasan Brunei 2035
provides a comprehensive blueprint to navigate economic challenges, social development, and
environmental sustainability.

Overview of Wawasan Brunei 2035

Wawasan Brunei 2035 (Brunei Vision 2035) was introduced to address the nation?s aspirations
across various sectors, with a focus on transforming Brunei into a nation that is economically
dynamic, socially balanced, environmentally sustainable, and culturally vibrant. The vision reflects
the country?s commitment to building a knowledge-based economy, fostering innovation, and
maintaining its cultural heritage.

The core objectives of Wawasan Brunei 2035 include:

- Achieving high quality of life for all citizens

- Developing a competitive and resilient economy

- Promoting good governance and strong institutions
- Preserving cultural identity and environment

This strategic plan aligns with global development goals such as the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), emphasizing Brunei?s commitment to sustainable progress.

Development Goals and Pillars of Wawasan Brunei 2035

The framework is built around several key pillars that guide policy-making and development
initiatives.

1. Economic Diversification and Growth
Brunei?s economy has traditionally been heavily reliant on oil and gas exports. Wawasan Brunei

2035 aims to diversify this economic base to reduce dependence on hydrocarbons and foster
growth in sectors such as services, tourism, halal industries, and information technology.
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Features & Strategies:

- Promotion of non-oil sectors through incentives and infrastructure development
- Investment in technology and innovation to boost productivity

- Encouraging entrepreneurship and attracting foreign direct investment

- Developing human capital to support new industries

Pros:

- Reduced economic vulnerability to oil price fluctuations

- Increased employment opportunities in diverse sectors

- Enhanced competitiveness on a regional and global level
Cons:

- Transition may take time and require significant investment

- Resistance from traditional sectors dependent on oil revenues

- Challenges in creating a skilled workforce for emerging industries

2. Social Development and Quality of Life
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A major focus of Wawasan Brunei 2035 is improving social infrastructure, healthcare, education,

and housing to ensure a high standard of living.

Features & Strategies:

- Upgrading healthcare facilities and services

- Implementing inclusive education policies

- Promoting social cohesion and community engagement
- Ensuring affordable and adequate housing

Pros:

- Better health outcomes and longevity

- Higher levels of education and skill development
- Stronger social fabric and national unity
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Cons:

- Budgetary constraints may limit rapid implementation

- Risk of social disparities if policies are not inclusive

- Need for continuous monitoring and adaptation
3. Good Governance and Institutional Development
Effective governance and transparent institutions are foundational to realizing the vision?s goals.
Features & Strategies:

- Strengthening legal and regulatory frameworks

- Promoting accountability and transparency

- Enhancing public service delivery

- Encouraging citizen participation in policymaking
Pros:

- Increased public trust and institutional efficiency

- Better policy implementation

- Reduced corruption and misuse of resources
Cons:

- Institutional reforms can face bureaucratic resistance

- Requires ongoing commitment and capacity building

4. Environmental Sustainability and Cultural Preservation

Brunei?s rich cultural heritage and pristine environment are vital assets. The vision emphasizes
sustainable development that balances growth with conservation.

Features & Strategies:

- Implementing green technologies and renewable energy projects
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- Protecting natural habitats and biodiversity
- Promoting eco-tourism and environmental awareness
- Preserving cultural sites and promoting arts

Pros:

- Long-term environmental health
- Enhanced tourism appeal
- Preservation of national identity

Cons:
- High costs associated with green technologies
- Potential conflicts between development and conservation

- Need for effective enforcement of environmental policies

Implementation and Progress

Brunei?s government has established various agencies and task forces to oversee the
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implementation of Wawasan Brunei 2035. Progress is monitored through national reports and
strategic dashboards that track key performance indicators in economic, social, and environmental

domains.
Key Initiatives:
- Establishment of specialized economic zones
- Upgrading digital infrastructure
- Education reform programs
- Environmental conservation projects
Achievements to Date:
- Growth in tourism, especially eco-tourism and cultural tourism
- Expansion of the digital economy sector

- Introduction of policies for sustainable energy use

Challenges:
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- Overcoming dependency on oil revenues
- Ensuring equitable development across all regions
- Engaging private sector participation

Comparison with Other Visionary Frameworks

When comparing Wawasan Brunei 2035 to similar national visions like Singapore?s SG100 or
Malaysia?s Vision 2020, several unigue features stand out:

- Cultural Preservation: Brunei places a strong emphasis on maintaining its Islamic heritage and
cultural identity, integrating these into its development strategy.

- Environmental Focus: Given its natural resources and pristine environment, Brunei?s
commitment to sustainability is particularly prominent.

- Smaller Population: With a relatively small population, Brunei?s strategy emphasizes quality
over quantity, aiming for a high standard of living rather than sheer growth.

Critical Assessment of Wawasan Brunei 2035

While the vision is ambitious and comprehensive, there are both strengths and challenges worth
noting.

Strengths:
- Clear long-term goals aligned with global trends
- Holistic approach integrating economic, social, and environmental aspects
- Strong governmental commitment and strategic planning
Weaknesses & Risks:
- Limited diversification in the short term due to reliance on oil revenues historically
- Possible resistance to change within traditional sectors
- Economic and social reforms require sustained political will

- Global economic uncertainties may impact progress

Future Outlook and Recommendations

Looking ahead, Brunei?s success in realizing Wawasan Brunei 2035 will depend on several factors:
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- Effective Implementation: Continuous monitoring, flexible policies, and stakeholder engagement
are crucial.

- Private Sector Involvement: Encouraging entrepreneurship and foreign investment can
accelerate diversification.

- Education and Skills Development: Building a future-ready workforce aligned with new
industries.

- Environmental Stewardship: Strict enforcement of sustainability policies and embracing green
technologies.

Recommendations:

- Enhance public-private partnerships to boost economic diversification
- Invest in digital infrastructure and innovation hubs

- Promote inclusivity to ensure balanced social development

- Strengthen regional cooperation for shared environmental goals

Conclusion

Wawasan Brunei 2035 embodies a visionary roadmap that seeks to transform Brunei into a vibrant,
sustainable, and high-income nation by 2035. Its success hinges on strategic implementation,
stakeholder collaboration, and adapting to global economic and environmental shifts. While
challenges remain, Brunei?s commitment to its long-term vision positions it well to achieve its
aspirations of a prosperous and resilient nation that honors its cultural heritage and commitment to
sustainable development. As the nation progresses, it serves as an inspiring example of strategic
planning rooted in cultural identity and future-oriented growth.

QuestionAnswer What is the main goal of Wawasan Brunei 2035? Wawasan Brunei 2035 aims
to transform Brunei into a vibrant, highly educated, and prosperous nation with a high quality of life,
economic sustainability, and social stability by the year 2035. What are the key sectors targeted for
development under Wawasan Brunei 2035? The key sectors include education, economy,
infrastructure, technology, and social development, with a focus on diversifying the economy beyond
oil and gas and enhancing human capital. How does Wawasan Brunei 2035 address environmental
sustainability? The vision emphasizes sustainable development by promoting environmental
conservation, renewable energy, and eco-friendly practices to ensure a balanced and sustainable
future for Brunei. What initiatives have been launched to achieve the objectives of Wawasan Brunei
2035? Various initiatives include modernizing infrastructure, enhancing education and healthcare
systems, promoting innovation and digital transformation, and encouraging sustainable economic
growth. How does Wawasan Brunei 2035 impact the country's social policies? It aims to foster
social cohesion, improve quality of life, and ensure equitable development by investing in education,
healthcare, and social welfare programs to create a harmonious and inclusive society.
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BRUNEI NATIONAL VISION 2035

Brunei National Vision 2035

Brunei National Vision 2035: Charting a Path Towards a Prosperous Future

brunei national vision 2035 represents a bold and transformative blueprint
designed to

steer the Sultanate of Brunei towards a prosperous, dynamic, and sustainable future.
Launched by the government as a long-term development framework, this vision
encapsulates the nation?s aspirations to become a con?dent and resilient country, driven
by a high-quality workforce and a diversi?ed economy. But what exactly does this vision
entail, and how is Brunei working to achieve these ambitious goals? Let?s take a closer
look.

Understanding Brunei National Vision 2035

At its core, Brunei National Vision 2035 (also known as Wawasan Brunei 2035) is a
strategic framework aimed at elevating the country?s socio-economic landscape by the
year 2035. It focuses on three main pillars: a highly educated and skilled population, a
dynamic and sustainable economy, and a vibrant and cohesive society.

This national vision is not merely a statement of intent but a comprehensive guide that
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informs policy-making, public investment, and private sector initiatives. It?s about
preparing Brunei to thrive in a rapidly changing global environment by building human
capital, fostering innovation, and ensuring sustainable use of resources.

The Origins and Purpose of the Vision

Brunei National Vision 2035 was introduced by His Majesty Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah in
2007, signaling the country?s commitment to long-term development beyond its
traditional reliance on oil and gas revenues. Recognizing the ?nite nature of fossil fuels
and the importance of sustainability, the vision aims to diversify the economy and develop
a knowledge-based society.

The intention is to create an environment where Bruneians can enjoy a high standard of
living, robust economic opportunities, and social cohesion. This vision also aligns with
global sustainable development goals, emphasizing environmental stewardship and
inclusive growth.

Key Pillars of Brunei National Vision 2035

The vision is anchored on three fundamental pillars, each playing a crucial role in shaping
the future of Brunei.

1. A Highly Educated and Skilled Population

Education and human capital development lie at the heart of Wawasan Brunei 2035. The
goal is to nurture a workforce that is not only academically quali?ed but also equipped
with technical skills and entrepreneurial mindsets.

This involves reforming the education system to emphasize critical thinking, creativity,
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and digital literacy. Investments in higher education, vocational training, and lifelong
learning opportunities are critical components. Encouraging STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) subjects and fostering partnerships with international
institutions are strategies to prepare Bruneians for the demands of the modern economy.
2. A Dynamic and Sustainable Economy

Diversifying the economy beyond oil and gas is a key priority. Brunei National Vision 2035
emphasizes developing sectors such as ?nance, halal industries, tourism, technology, and
logistics. The government is actively promoting entrepreneurship and innovation to
stimulate private sector growth.

Sustainability is also a central theme?ensuring that economic activities are
environmentally responsible and resources are managed wisely. This includes adopting
green technologies, promoting renewable energy, and implementing policies that balance
economic growth with environmental protection.

3. A Vibrant and Cohesive Society

Social harmony and cultural preservation are vital for Brunei?s long-term success. The
vision advocates for a society where citizens enjoy quality healthcare, social security, and
opportunities for personal and community development.

This pillar also addresses the importance of maintaining Brunei?s Islamic values and
cultural heritage while embracing modernization. Programs to strengthen community

engagement, inclusivity, and national identity are integral, fostering unity amid diversity.
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Strategies and Initiatives Driving the Vision Forward

To turn the vision into reality, Brunei has launched numerous programs and policies
targeting each pillar?s goals.

Enhancing Education and Workforce Competency

The government has prioritized revamping the education sector by updating curricula,
improving teacher training, and expanding access to technology in classrooms.
Scholarships and training grants encourage students to pursue advanced studies locally
and abroad.

Moreover, initiatives such as the Brunei Skills Development Centre focus on equipping
youth and adults with practical skills aligned with industry needs. Collaborations with
private companies help ensure training programs are relevant and e?ective, bridging the
gap between education and employment.

Economic Diversi?cation and Innovation

Brunei is fostering a business environment conducive to startups and SMEs through
regulatory

reforms,

?nancial

incentives,

and

infrastructure

development.
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The

establishment of technology parks and innovation hubs attracts entrepreneurs and foreign
investment.

In addition, the government supports sectors like halal food production, Islamic ?nance,
and eco-tourism?industries with growth potential both regionally and globally. By
leveraging Brunei?s unique cultural assets, these sectors contribute to a more resilient and
multifaceted economy.

Strengthening Social Welfare and Cultural Identity

Social policies aim to improve healthcare accessibility, a?ordable housing, and social
protection programs. Community centers and cultural festivals promote active citizen
participation and preserve traditional arts and customs.

Religious education plays a role in nurturing shared values, while intercultural dialogue
initiatives encourage mutual respect and understanding among diverse groups. These
e?orts help build a cohesive society aligned with the vision?s aspirations.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

While Brunei National Vision 2035 sets an inspiring path, achieving its objectives is not
without obstacles. The global economic landscape is unpredictable, and reliance on
external factors such as oil prices and international trade can impact progress.
Additionally, transitioning to a knowledge-based economy requires sustained investment

and a cultural shift toward innovation and risk-taking. Ensuring that all segments of
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society bene?t from development e?orts is essential to prevent disparities.

However, these challenges also present opportunities. Brunei?s strategic location in
Southeast Asia, political stability, and committed leadership provide a ?rm foundation.
Embracing digital transformation and green technologies can propel the country to the
forefront of regional competitiveness.

How Individuals and Businesses Can Contribute

Citizens and the private sector play a vital role in realizing the vision. Individuals can
pursue continuous learning, adopt new skills, and participate actively in community
development. Encouraging entrepreneurial spirit and innovation at a grassroots level
strengthens the country?s human capital.

Businesses can align their strategies with national goals by investing in sustainable
practices and workforce development. Collaborating with government agencies on
initiatives such as training programs or environmental projects can create shared value.
The Broader Impact of Brunei National Vision 2035

Beyond economic and social dimensions, the vision shapes Brunei?s position on the global
stage. By fostering a progressive, educated, and sustainable society, the country aims to
enhance its diplomatic in?uence and regional partnerships.

The vision also reinforces Brunei?s commitment to international agreements on climate
change, human rights, and economic cooperation. This holistic approach ensures that
development is inclusive, responsible, and forward-looking.

In essence, Brunei National Vision 2035 is more than just a government plan?itis a
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collective aspiration that invites everyone in the nation to contribute toward building a
brighter, more resilient future. As the country continues on this journey, the blend of
tradition and innovation will be key to unlocking its full potential.

Question

Answer

What is Brunei National

Vision 2035?

Brunei National Vision 2035 is a long-term strategic plan

aimed at transforming Brunei into a nation recognized for

the accomplishments of its well-educated and highly

skilled people, a high quality of life, and a dynamic and

sustainable economy by the year 2035.

What are the main goals of

Brunei National Vision

20357

The main goals include developing a highly educated and

skilled population, achieving a high quality of life for all

citizens, and creating a dynamic and sustainable

economy.

How does Brunei plan to
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achieve the educational

goals in Vision 20357

Brunei plans to enhance its education system by

improving access to quality education, promoting lifelong

learning, and investing in skills development to prepare its

citizens for a competitive global workforce.

What role does economic

diversi?cation play in

Brunei Vision 2035?

Economic diversi?cation is crucial for Vision 2035 as

Brunei aims to reduce its dependence on oil and gas by

developing new sectors such as technology, tourism, and

halal industries to ensure a sustainable and resilient

economy.

How is Brunei addressing

sustainability in its National

Vision 20357

Brunei is committed to sustainable development by

implementing environmentally friendly policies, promoting

renewable energy, conserving natural resources, and

ensuring that economic growth does not compromise the

Vol. 2026, Issue 6
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environment.

What measures are being

taken to improve quality of

life under Vision 20357

Measures include enhancing healthcare services,

improving infrastructure, promoting social welfare

programs, and fostering cultural and recreational activities

to ensure a high standard of living for all citizens.

Who are the key

stakeholders involved in

implementing Brunei

National Vision 20357

Key stakeholders include the government, private sector,

educational institutions, civil society, and the general

population, all working collaboratively to achieve the

vision's objectives.

How does Brunei Vision

2035 address technological

advancement?

The vision emphasizes embracing innovation and
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technology by investing in ICT infrastructure, encouraging
research and development, and fostering a knowledge-
based economy.

What progress has Brunei

made so far towards

achieving Vision 2035?

Brunei has made progress in improving educational
standards, developing infrastructure, initiating economic
diversi?cation projects, and enhancing public services,
though continuous e?orts are needed to fully realize the
vision by 2035.

Brunei National Vision 2035: Charting a Sustainable Future for the Sultanate

Vol. 2026, Issue 6

brunei national vision 2035 represents a bold and comprehensive blueprint

designed

to transform the small yet a?uent Southeast Asian nation into a developed country by the

year 2035. Launched o?cially in 2008 by His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah, this

strategic framework aims to elevate Brunei Darussalam?s economic, social, and political

landscape through a blend of modernization, innovation, and human capital development.

As Brunei navigates the challenges of a resource-dependent economy, the Vision 2035

serves as a pivotal guide to diversify growth, enhance global competitiveness, and foster

a well-rounded society.
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Understanding the Foundations of Brunei National Vision 2035

At its core, Brunei National Vision 2035 is built upon three fundamental pillars: a highly
educated and skilled population, a dynamic and sustainable economy, and a vibrant and
cohesive society. These pillars encapsulate the Sultanate?s ambition to not only improve
the material well-being of its citizens but also to cultivate intellectual growth and social
harmony. The vision recognizes that sustainable development depends on the interplay
between human resources, economic diversi?cation, and social stability.

The strategic plan is particularly noteworthy for its long-term perspective, aiming to
transcend the limitations of the nation?s heavy reliance on hydrocarbon revenues. With oil
and gas accounting for a signi?cant portion of Brunei?s GDP and government income,
Vision 2035 emphasizes innovation and diversi?cation as critical components to ensure
resilience against volatile global energy markets.

Key Objectives and Targets

The Brunei National Vision 2035 outlines several ambitious yet measurable goals. By
2035, Brunei aspires to:

Rank among the top 10 countries in the world for education and innovation.

Achieve a high standard of living comparable to developed nations.

Become a dynamic, sustainable, and diversi?ed economy less dependent on oil and

3.
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gas.

Foster a society that is morally grounded, culturally rich, and united.

4,

These objectives highlight the government's commitment to nurturing a knowledge-based
economy, investing heavily in human capital development, and promoting social cohesion
grounded in Islamic values and cultural heritage.

Economic Diversi?cation: The Backbone of Vision 2035

One of the most critical aspects of Brunei National Vision 2035 is the transition from an
oil-dependent economy to a more diversi?ed and sustainable economic model.
Historically, Brunei?s wealth has been driven by its substantial oil and natural gas
reserves, which have contributed to high per capita income and robust ?scal balances.
However, the ?nite nature of hydrocarbons and ?uctuating global prices pose risks to
long-term economic stability.

To address these vulnerabilities, the government has launched various initiatives aimed at
stimulating sectors such as ?nance, tourism, halal manufacturing, information and
communications technology (ICT), and education services. The Brunei Economic
Development Board (BEDB) plays a pivotal role in attracting foreign investment and
fostering entrepreneurship across these sectors.

The Role of Innovation and Technology

Innovation serves as a critical enabler within Vision 2035?s economic agenda. The strategy
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encourages the adoption of cutting-edge technologies and the development of a digital
economy to improve productivity and global competitiveness. Investments in ICT
infrastructure, research and development, and skills training are designed to empower
Bruneians to participate e?ectively in a rapidly evolving global marketplace.

Digital transformation initiatives, including smart city development and e-government
services, illustrate the government?s commitment to leveraging technology for enhanced
service delivery and economic e?ciency. The integration of technology is also seen as a
means to create jobs outside the traditional oil and gas sectors.

Human Capital Development: Education and Skills Enhancement
Central to the vision?s success is the cultivation of a highly educated and skilled workforce
capable of driving innovation and economic diversi?cation. Brunei National Vision 2035
places considerable emphasis on reforming the education system to produce graduates
who are competitive on a global scale and equipped with critical thinking, creativity, and
leadership skills.

Education Reforms and Capacity Building

The government has embarked on comprehensive education reforms targeting all
levels?from primary to tertiary education. These reforms include curriculum
modernization, incorporation of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) subjects, and partnerships with international universities to raise academic
standards.

Moreover, the vision advocates for lifelong learning programs and vocational training to



wawasan brunei 2035 Online PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 6

support continuous skills development, particularly for sectors identi?ed as growth
drivers. Through these e?orts, Brunei aims to reduce its dependency on expatriate labor
by empowering its citizens to assume skilled roles within the economy.

Social and Cultural Dimensions of Vision 2035

Beyond economic metrics, Brunei National Vision 2035 underscores the importance of
building a cohesive society that upholds moral values, cultural heritage, and national
identity. In a rapidly globalizing world, the vision recognizes the need to balance
modernization with preservation of Brunei?s unique social fabric.

Promoting Social Cohesion and Islamic Values

The vision explicitly integrates Islamic principles as a guiding framework for governance
and social development. E?orts to promote community engagement, ethical behavior, and
social responsibility are embedded within national policies. This focus aims to nurture a
society that is united, resilient, and aligned with the nation?s cultural roots.

Additionally, initiatives to enhance healthcare, social welfare, and public safety contribute
to the overall quality of life and social stability. By fostering an environment conducive to
personal and collective well-being, Brunei aspires to create a society where citizens feel
secure and motivated to contribute positively.

Challenges and Prospects Ahead

While Brunei National Vision 2035 lays out a compelling roadmap, achieving these goals

involves navigating several challenges. The country?s small population base limits the
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domestic market size, necessitating aggressive strategies to attract foreign direct
investment and develop export-oriented industries. Furthermore, the global shift towards
renewable energy raises questions about the future role of hydrocarbons in Brunei?s
economy.

There are also concerns regarding the pace of education reforms and whether the current
institutions can produce the volume and quality of talent required. Balancing
modernization with traditional values presents a delicate task for policymakers aiming to
maintain social harmony.

On the positive side, Brunei?s strong ?scal position, political stability, and strategic
location in Southeast Asia provide favorable conditions for sustained development.
Continued government commitment, coupled with private sector engagement and
regional cooperation, could accelerate progress toward Vision 2035?s ambitious targets.
Comparative Insights

When juxtaposed with similar national development plans in the region?such as
Malaysia?s Vision 2020 or Singapore?s Smart Nation initiative?Brunei?s Vision 2035 shares
common themes of human capital development and economic diversi?cation. However,
Brunei?s emphasis on cultural and religious values distinguishes it by intertwining socio-
cultural identity with economic ambitions, re?ecting the unique context of this petro-state.
As the Sultanate progresses through the 2020s, lessons from regional neighbors?
experiences could o?er valuable insights in policy implementation, innovation adoption,

and sustainable urban development.
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The trajectory of Brunei National Vision 2035 will be closely watched by analysts and
investors alike, as it encapsulates the nation?s aspirations to rede?ne itself amid global
economic and social transformations.
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