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Epic
 
The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Journey
 

the boys in the boat nine americans and their epic story is one that captures the
 
essence of perseverance, teamwork, and the pursuit of a dream during one of the most
 
turbulent times in American history. This tale chronicles the journey of nine young men
 
from the University of Washington who de?ed the odds to compete in the 1936 Berlin
 
Olympics. Their story is not just about rowing; it's about grit, resilience, and unity in the
 
face of adversity.
 

The Historical Context Behind the Boys in the Boat
 
To truly appreciate the signi?cance of the boys in the boat nine americans and their epic
 
narrative, it?s essential to understand the backdrop against which their story unfolded.
 
The 1930s America was grappling with the Great Depression, a period marked by
 
economic hardship and uncertainty. Many of these young men came from working-class
 
families, facing ?nancial struggles that made their Olympic dreams seem almost
 
unattainable.
 
Meanwhile, across the Atlantic, the 1936 Olympics in Berlin were charged with political
 
tension. Adolf Hitler?s Nazi regime sought to use the games as a propaganda tool to
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showcase Aryan supremacy. Against this daunting environment, the University of
 
Washington?s rowing team, composed of these nine Americans, quietly prepared to
 
challenge not just their competitors but the very narrative of the era.
 

The Making of a Championship Crew
 
What made the boys in the boat nine americans and their epic journey so remarkable was
 
their journey from humble beginnings to national champions. The crew was largely made
 
up of ordinary young men?some were loggers, others worked in shipyards or mines. Their
 
backgrounds were far from the elite rowing circles traditionally seen in the sport.
 
Under the guidance of coach Al Ulbrickson and boat builder George Pocock, the team
 
honed their skills. Pocock?s handcrafted racing shells were a game-changer, and his
 
philosophy about rowing as a harmonious team e?ort deeply in?uenced the boys. The
 
crew?s synchronization, physical endurance, and mental toughness set them apart. Their
 
training was grueling, requiring early mornings on the water, perfecting timing, and
 
building unbreakable bonds.
 

Rowing as a Metaphor for Life and Teamwork
 
Rowing is often described as the ultimate team sport, requiring every member to move in
 
perfect harmony to propel the boat forward. The boys in the boat nine americans and
 
their epic story beautifully illustrates this metaphor. Each rower?s stroke must align
 
?awlessly with the others, symbolizing trust, cooperation, and shared purpose.
 

Lessons from the Water: What Makes a Team Unstoppable?
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The success of the University of Washington crew o?ers timeless lessons on teamwork:
 

Trust: Each rower had to trust not only their own strength but also their
 
1.
 
teammates? timing and e?ort.
 

Communication: Silent cues and innate understanding replaced words on the
 
2.
 
water, highlighting non-verbal communication?s power.
 

Resilience: They faced physical exhaustion, mental fatigue, and external
pressures
 
3.
 
but kept pushing forward.
 

Shared Vision: Their collective goal of Olympic victory united them beyond
 
4.
 
individual ambitions.
 
These principles extend beyond rowing, o?ering valuable insights for anyone looking to
 
build e?ective teams in business, sports, or community projects.
 

The 1936 Berlin Olympics: The Ultimate Test
 
The climax of the boys in the boat nine americans and their epic saga came at the Berlin
 
Olympics, where they competed against the world?s best crews. The political atmosphere
 
was charged; the Nazi regime was intent on demonstrating German dominance. Against
 
this backdrop, the American crew?s underdog story captivated audiences.
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Overcoming Challenges and Making History
 
During the Olympic ?nal, the University of Washington?s eight-oared shell faced
 
formidable opponents, including the favored German and Italian crews. Despite the
 
pressure and the weight of history, the boys rowed with unmatched determination. Their
 
ability to maintain rhythm and pace, especially in the ?nal stretch, secured them the gold
 
medal.
 
This victory was more than a sports achievement. It was a symbolic triumph of teamwork,
 
humility, and the American spirit during a time of global tension.
 

Legacy of the Boys in the Boat Nine Americans and Their Epic
 
The story of these nine young men has endured for decades, inspiring countless readers
 
and sports enthusiasts. Author Daniel James Brown?s book, "The Boys in the Boat,"
 
brought renewed attention to their journey, highlighting not just their athletic prowess but
 
their character and resilience.
 

Why Their Story Resonates Today
 
The boys in the boat nine americans and their epic tale resonates because it speaks to
 
universal themes:
 

Overcoming adversity: From economic hardship to ?erce competition, their
 
1.
 
journey reminds us that obstacles can be overcome with determination.
 

Teamwork and unity: In an increasingly individualistic world, their story
 
2.
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celebrates collective e?ort and harmony.
 

Historical signi?cance: Their victory challenged political narratives and o?ered
a
 
3.
 
beacon of hope during dark times.
 

Inspiration for athletes and non-athletes alike: Their discipline and
 
4.
 
commitment provide a blueprint for success in various ?elds.
 

Understanding the Technical Side: What Made Their Rowing
 

Exceptional?
 
While the human story is compelling, the technical aspects of the crew?s rowing cannot be
 
overlooked. The boys in the boat nine americans and their epic saga also highlights
 
innovation and mastery of technique.
 

Boat Design and Equipment
 
George Pocock, the renowned boat builder, crafted lightweight, sleek shells from cedar
 
wood that minimized drag and maximized speed. His designs were ahead of their time
 
and gave the crew a competitive edge.
 

Rowing Technique and Synchronization
 
The crew?s stroke rate and timing were meticulously re?ned. They trained to achieve
 
perfect balance, power distribution, and stroke length. Their ability to maintain composure
 
and adjust rhythm during races was key to their success.
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Lessons for Today?s Athletes and Teams
 
The boys in the boat nine americans and their epic story o?ers timeless takeaways for
 
modern athletes:
 

Embrace Hard Work: Consistent, focused practice is the foundation of
excellence.
 
1.
 

Value Team Chemistry: Individual talent shines brightest within a cohesive unit.
 
2.
 

Stay Mentally Tough: Handling pressure and setbacks is as crucial as physical
 
3.
 
ability.
 

Adapt and Innovate: Leveraging new techniques and equipment can make a
vital
 
4.
 
di?erence.
 
Whether you?re part of a sports team, a business group, or any collaborative environment,
 
these principles can elevate performance and outcomes.
 
The boys in the boat nine americans and their epic journey remains a powerful reminder
 
of what can be achieved when ordinary people come together with extraordinary purpose.
 
Their story transcends sport, o?ering lessons in courage, teamwork, and the relentless
 
pursuit of dreams. It encourages us to look beyond the ?nish line and appreciate the
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values that truly de?ne champions.
 

Question
 

Answer
 
What is 'The Boys in the
 
Boat' about?
 
'The Boys in the Boat' tells the inspiring true story of nine
 
working-class American rowers from the University of
 
Washington who competed and won the gold medal at
 
the 1936 Berlin Olympics.
 
Who wrote 'The Boys in the
 
Boat'?
 
The book was written by Daniel James Brown.
 
When was 'The Boys in the
 
Boat' published?
 
It was published in 2013.
 
Why is the story of 'The
 
Boys in the Boat' considered
 
epic?
 
The story is considered epic due to the team's underdog
 
status during the Great Depression, their perseverance,
 
and their victory against Nazi Germany's favored rowing
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team in the politically charged 1936 Olympics.
 
What makes the nine
 
Americans' story unique in
 
'The Boys in the Boat'?
 
Their story highlights teamwork, determination,
 
overcoming adversity, and the spirit of unity amidst
 
economic hardship and political tensions.
 
How has 'The Boys in the
 
Boat' been received by
 
readers and critics?
 
The book has received critical acclaim for its compelling
 
narrative, detailed historical context, and inspiring
 
portrayal of human spirit and athletic achievement.
 
Are there any adaptations of
 
'The Boys in the Boat'?
 
As of 2024, a ?lm adaptation of 'The Boys in the Boat'
 
has been produced, bringing the story to a wider
 
audience through cinema.
 
What themes are explored
 
in 'The Boys in the Boat'?
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Themes include perseverance, teamwork, overcoming
 
adversity, the American Dream, and the impact of
 
historical events on individual lives.
 
How does 'The Boys in the
 
Boat' depict the 1936 Berlin
 
Olympics?
 
The book portrays the 1936 Olympics as a politically
 
charged event used by Nazi Germany for propaganda,
 
against which the American team's victory held
 
signi?cant symbolic meaning.
 
Why is 'The Boys in the
 
Boat' still relevant today?
 
The story remains relevant as it exempli?es resilience,
 
the power of collective e?ort, and triumph over hardship,
 
inspiring readers facing their own challenges.
 
The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Journey to Olympic Glory
 

the boys in the boat nine americans and their epic story is not just a tale of
athletic
 
triumph but also a profound narrative of perseverance, teamwork, and the American spirit
 
during one of history?s most tumultuous periods. This account, brought to life in Daniel
 
James Brown?s bestselling book, chronicles the remarkable journey of the University of
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Washington?s rowing team as they overcame immense odds to win gold at the 1936 Berlin
 
Olympics. The story captures the essence of an era marked by economic hardship and
 
political unrest, while highlighting the extraordinary human will driving nine young men to
 
achieve greatness on the world stage.
 

An In-depth Analysis of The Boys in the Boat and Its Historical
 

Context
 
At its core, The Boys in the Boat is a compelling chronicle of nine working-class Americans
 
from the Paci?c Northwest who de?ed socioeconomic and physical challenges to secure
 
victory in one of the most prestigious rowing events. The narrative is meticulously
 
researched, blending individual biographies with broader historical themes such as the
 
Great Depression, the rise of Nazi Germany, and the signi?cance of the 1936 Olympics as
 
a propaganda tool for Adolf Hitler?s regime.
 
What makes this story resonate even decades later is the intersection of personal grit and
 
collective e?ort. Unlike many sports narratives centered on individual stars, The Boys in
 
the Boat emphasizes the importance of unity and synchronization. Rowing as a sport
 
demands precise coordination, trust, and mutual sacri?ce ? themes that parallel the
 
societal demands of the time.
 

The Role of Team Dynamics in Their Epic Success
 
The boys in the boat nine americans and their epic journey underscore how teamwork can
 
transcend individual limitations. Each rower brought unique strengths, but it was their
 
ability to blend these into a cohesive unit that ultimately propelled them to Olympic gold.
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The team?s coxswain, Joe Rantz, is a pivotal ?gure whose leadership and steering skills
 
were critical in synchronizing the crew?s power and rhythm.
 
Unlike solo sports where personal prowess dominates, rowing requires a harmonious
 
blend of physical endurance and mental focus. The Washington crew?s training regimen
 
was brutal, demanding not only physical strength but also psychological resilience. This
 
intense preparation fostered a deep bond among the rowers, who came from diverse
 
backgrounds but shared a common goal.
 

Economic and Social Challenges Facing the Athletes
 
The backdrop of the Great Depression adds a layer of complexity and inspiration to the
 
boys in the boat nine americans and their epic story. Many of the athletes came from
 
impoverished families, with some facing homelessness and limited educational
 
opportunities. Joe Rantz?s personal narrative of abandonment and self-reliance is
 
emblematic of the struggles many faced during this era.
 
Despite ?nancial hardships, the University of Washington?s rowing program became a
 
beacon of hope. The crew?s success was not only a personal triumph but also a testament
 
to the power of sports as a social equalizer. Their victory was a source of pride for
 
working-class Americans who saw in these young men?s perseverance a re?ection of their
 
own daily battles.
 

The 1936 Berlin Olympics: Setting the Stage for an Epic Triumph
 
The geopolitical signi?cance of the 1936 Olympics cannot be overstated. Hosted by Nazi
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Germany, the Games were intended as a showcase of Aryan supremacy. The boys in the
 
boat nine americans and their epic victory directly challenged this narrative, as a team of
 
ordinary Americans disrupted the carefully crafted propaganda.
 

Competitive Landscape and Rival Teams
 
The American crew faced formidable opponents, including the German and Italian teams,
 
both heavily favored to win due to their state-backed training and resources. The
 
Germans, in particular, had the advantage of home waters and political support. The
 
Washington crew?s win was a shock to international observers, underscoring the
 
unpredictability of sport and the power of determination.
 
Rowing techniques and equipment also played a role in the competition. The Washington
 
crew?s boat, crafted by George Pocock, was a masterpiece of design and craftsmanship,
 
contributing to their competitive edge. Pocock?s philosophy emphasized the harmony
 
between rower and shell, a concept that meshed perfectly with the crew?s synchronized
 
rowing style.
 

Legacy and Cultural Impact of the Victory
 
The boys in the boat nine americans and their epic achievement left an indelible mark on
 
both sports history and American culture. Their story has inspired countless readers and
 
athletes worldwide, symbolizing the triumph of underdogs against overwhelming odds.
 
The victory also helped elevate the pro?le of rowing in the United States, a sport often
 
overshadowed by more mainstream competitions.
 
In the years following the Olympics, the team members led varied lives, but their legacy
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endured. The book?s success in recent years has reignited interest in this historic event,
 
leading to adaptations and renewed recognition of the athletes? contributions.
 

Key Themes and Lessons from The Boys in the Boat
 

Perseverance: The team?s journey exempli?es resilience in the face of
adversity,
 
1.
 
illustrating how determination can overcome socioeconomic barriers.
 

Teamwork: Success was achieved not through individual heroics but through
 
2.
 
seamless cooperation and trust among nine rowers and their coxswain.
 

Historical Context: The story provides insight into the socio-political climate of
the
 
3.
 
1930s, enriching the reader?s understanding of the era.
 

Craftsmanship and Innovation: The role of the boat?s design highlights how
 
4.
 
technology and tradition intersect in sports performance.
 

Comparative Perspectives: Then and Now
 
Comparing the 1936 rowing team with modern Olympic crews reveals changes in training
 
methodologies, nutrition, and sports science. Today?s athletes bene?t from advanced
 
analytics and technology, yet the core values of discipline and unity remain unchanged.
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The boys in the boat nine americans and their epic story remind contemporary audiences
 
that beyond innovation, the human element is crucial in sporting success.
 
Moreover, the socio-economic background of athletes has diversi?ed signi?cantly since
 
the 1930s, with greater access to resources and opportunities. Still, the narrative of an
 
underdog crew overcoming hardship continues to captivate global audiences,
 
emphasizing timeless themes of hope and courage.
 
The boys in the boat nine americans and their epic narrative is more than a sports story; it
 
serves as a historical document and a source of inspiration. Through meticulous research
 
and vivid storytelling, Daniel James Brown has preserved the legacy of these nine men,
 
ensuring their remarkable journey remains a touchstone for future generations seeking to
 
understand the power of collective human spirit in the face of adversity.
 
The Boys in the Boat, nine Americans, rowing, 1936 Olympics, University of Washington,
 
crew team, Great Depression, Joe Rantz, Daniel James Brown, epic sports story

label parts of a boat for kids

label parts of a boat for kids

Learning about boats can be a fun adventure, especially when you know the different parts that
make up a boat. Whether you're going on a boat ride or just curious about how boats work,
understanding the main parts of a boat is exciting and educational. In this article, we will explore the
key parts of a boat and label them in a way that kids can easily understand. So, let?s set sail and
discover the important parts of a boat!

What Is a Boat?
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A boat is a vehicle that travels on water. Boats come in many shapes and sizes, and they are used
for fun, transportation, fishing, and even racing. No matter what type of boat it is, most boats have
similar parts that help them float and move on the water.

Basic Parts of a Boat

Understanding the basic parts of a boat helps you see how they work together to keep the boat
moving and safe. Here are the main parts of a boat that you should know:

The Hull

The hull is the main body of the boat. It?s the part that sits in the water and helps the boat float.
Think of the hull as the boat?s ?body? or ?belly.? It comes in different shapes to help the boat stay
steady and move smoothly.

The Bow

The bow is the front part of the boat. When you are sitting in the boat, the bow is the part that points
forward, ahead of you. It?s often pointed or rounded to help the boat cut through the water easily.

The Stern

The stern is the back part of the boat. It?s opposite the bow. When you look at a boat from the side,
the stern is where the engine or motor might be attached, especially on motorboats.

The Deck

The deck is the flat surface on top of the boat where people can stand or sit. It?s like the ?floor? of
the boat, giving you a place to walk and enjoy the view.

The Cabin

Some boats have a small house on top called a cabin. It provides shelter and sometimes has
sleeping areas, a steering wheel, and controls for the boat.

The Keel

The keel is a part underneath the boat that runs along the center. It helps keep the boat steady and
balanced, especially in the water. Think of it as the boat?s ?spine.?

The Propeller
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The propeller is a spinning blade located at the back of the boat that helps it move forward or
backward. When the motor runs, the propeller pushes water to make the boat go.

The Rudder

The rudder is a flat piece located at the back of the boat, near the propeller. It helps steer the boat
left or right when you turn the steering wheel or tiller.

The Mast and Sails (for Sailboats)

If the boat is a sailboat, it has a tall pole called a mast and fabric sails that catch the wind. The sails
help move the boat without engines.

The Oars and Paddles (for Rowboats)

Some boats are powered by humans using oars or paddles. These are long sticks with flat ends that
you use to row the boat across the water.

Additional Parts of a Boat

Besides the main parts, there are other important parts that help boats operate safely and efficiently.

The Life Jackets

Life jackets are safety devices that keep people afloat if they fall into the water. They are very
important for all boaters.

The Anchor

An anchor is a heavy object that is dropped into the water to stop the boat from drifting away. It
keeps the boat in one place when needed.

The Bilge

The bilge is the lowest part inside the boat where water might collect. Boats often have pumps to
remove this water so the boat doesn?t get too heavy.

The Winch

A winch is a device that helps pull or lift heavy objects, like sails or the anchor.
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Understanding Boat Safety Parts

Safety is very important when on or near boats. Here are some safety parts you should know about:

The Lifeboat

A small boat stored on the larger boat used in emergencies. It can be used to escape if there is
trouble.

The Fire Extinguisher

A device that helps put out fires on the boat. Fire safety equipment is always kept on boats.

The Navigation Lights

Lights on the boat that help others see it at night or in bad weather. They keep everyone safe on the
water.

Fun Facts About Parts of a Boat

- The shape of the hull can change depending on what the boat is used for, like racing or fishing.
- Sailboats use the wind to move, so they rely heavily on their sails and mast.
- Motorboats use engines and propellers to move quickly through the water.

Summary: Parts of a Boat for Kids

Knowing the parts of a boat helps you understand how boats work and how they keep us safe on
the water. Here?s a quick list of the main parts you?ve learned about:

- Hull
- Bow
- Stern
- Deck
- Cabin
- Keel
- Propeller
- Rudder
- Mast and Sails (for sailboats)
- Oars and Paddles (for rowboats)
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Remember, every part of a boat has a special job to help it float, move, and keep everyone safe.
Whether it?s a small rowboat or a big cruise ship, understanding these parts makes learning about
boats even more fun!

Now that you know the parts of a boat, you?re ready to explore the water and maybe even become
a boat captain one day!
 
Label Parts of a Boat for Kids: An In-Depth Exploration for Young Explorers

Understanding the various parts of a boat is an essential step in fostering a love for sailing, boating
safety, and marine education among children. Whether for educational purposes, recreational
outings, or simply nurturing curiosity, labeling the parts of a boat for kids serves as a foundational
tool to demystify this complex vessel. This article delves into the essential components of a boat,
providing detailed explanations, visual aids, and engaging insights suitable for young learners,
educators, and parents alike.

The Importance of Learning Boat Parts for Kids

Before diving into the specifics, it?s valuable to understand why teaching children about boat parts
is beneficial. Recognizing different parts enhances safety awareness, improves communication
during boating activities, and sparks interest in marine sciences. It also empowers kids to
understand how boats operate, fostering a sense of curiosity and stewardship for watercraft and
aquatic environments.

Overview of Common Boat Parts

Boats come in various shapes and sizes?from small rowboats to large sailing vessels?but many
core components are common across most types. Familiarity with these parts creates a solid
foundation for more advanced marine knowledge.

Key Parts of a Boat for Kids:

- Hull
- Deck
- Mast
- Sails
- Rudder
- Keel
- Engine/Outboard Motor
- Steering Wheel / Tiller
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- Bow and Stern
- Cabin

Let?s explore each of these parts in detail, along with visual descriptions and their functions.

Deep Dive into Boat Parts

1. Hull

The hull is the main body of the boat. Think of it as the boat's "body" that keeps everything afloat.
The hull is designed to be waterproof, sturdy, and hydrodynamic, allowing the boat to glide smoothly
through water. It can be made from materials like wood, fiberglass, or aluminum.

> Fun Fact: The shape of the hull affects how the boat moves?flat-bottomed hulls are great for calm
waters, while V-shaped hulls are better for rough seas.

2. Deck

The deck is the flat surface on top of the hull where people stand, sit, and perform activities. It acts
as the boat?s "floor," providing space for movement and storage.

> Kids' Tip: Imagine the deck as the "floor" of a house, but on a boat!

3. Mast

The mast is a tall pole that stands upright on sailing boats. It holds the sails, which catch the wind to
propel the boat forward.

> Visual Aid: Picture a flagpole on a house?that's similar to a mast!

4. Sails

Sails are large pieces of fabric attached to the mast and rigging. When the wind blows, the sails fill
with air and push the boat forward.

> Types of Sails:

- Main Sail: The largest sail attached to the mast.
- Jib: A smaller sail at the front of the boat.
- Spinnaker: A colorful sail used for catching more wind.
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5. Rudder

The rudder is a flat piece located under the stern (back) of the boat. When turned, it steers the boat
left or right.

> Analogy: Think of the rudder as the steering wheel of a car, but underwater!

6. Keel

The keel is a fin-like structure underneath the hull that helps stabilize the boat and prevent it from
capsizing. It also helps in steering.

> Fun Fact: Some boats have a fixed keel, while others have a retractable one.

7. Engine / Outboard Motor

Not all boats have engines, but many small boats use an engine or outboard motor for propulsion
instead of sails.

> Note: Engines can be gasoline-powered or electric, providing power when there?s no wind.

8. Steering Wheel / Tiller

The steering wheel (on larger boats) or tiller (on smaller boats) is used to control the rudder and
steer the boat.

> Did You Know?: A tiller is a simple lever that directly moves the rudder.

9. Bow and Stern

- Bow: The front of the boat.
- Stern: The back of the boat.

> Visualization: When facing forward, the bow points ahead, and the stern is behind you.

10. Cabin

Some boats have a cabin?an enclosed space used for sleeping, storage, or shelter from the
weather.
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> Fun Fact: Many small boats don?t have cabins, but larger yachts do!

Illustrated Labels and Diagrams for Kids

Visual aids significantly enhance understanding. For kids, colorful, simple diagrams with labeled
parts make learning engaging and memorable. Consider using illustrated posters or interactive
digital tools that highlight each part as the child learns about it.

Sample Diagram Elements:

- Brightly colored hull and deck
- Clearly marked mast and sails
- Arrows pointing to rudder and keel
- Labels for bow, stern, and cabin

Interactive Activities to Reinforce Learning

To make learning about boat parts fun and engaging, incorporate hands-on activities:

- Build a Model Boat: Use craft materials to assemble a simple model, labeling each part.
- Boat Parts Scavenger Hunt: Find pictures or real parts of a boat and identify them.
- Label the Diagram: Provide blank diagrams for kids to fill in the labels.
- Storytelling: Create stories around each part to explain their functions in a memorable way.

Safety and Respect for Marine Environments

Educating children about boat parts also provides an opportunity to discuss safety and
environmental responsibility:

- Always wear a life jacket when on a boat.
- Understand the parts responsible for steering and stopping the boat.
- Respect marine life and avoid damaging water ecosystems.

Conclusion: Empowering Kids Through Knowledge

Labeling parts of a boat for kids is more than just memorization; it?s about building a bridge
between curiosity and understanding. By familiarizing young learners with the core components of
boats, we cultivate safer, more informed, and more enthusiastic future mariners. Whether through
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colorful diagrams, interactive activities, or hands-on experiences, teaching kids about boat parts
opens the door to lifelong appreciation and respect for watercraft and the aquatic world.

Encouragement for Young Explorers:

Next time you see a boat, try to identify its parts. Remember, every part plays an important role in
making the boat move safely and smoothly across the water. Happy sailing!
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the front part of a boat called? The front part of a boat is called the bow.
What do we call the back end of a boat? The back end of a boat is called the stern. Which part of
the boat helps steer it? The part that helps steer the boat is called the helm or steering wheel. What
is the side of the boat called? The sides of the boat are called the port (left) and starboard (right)
sides. What is the flat surface on top of a boat called? The flat surface on top of a boat is called the
deck. What are the ropes on a boat used for called? The ropes are called lines or rigging, used for
controlling sails and securing parts. What is the part of the boat that holds the engine called? The
part that holds the engine is called the engine compartment or engine room. What is the area where
you sit called? The area where you sit is called the cockpit or seating area. What is the sail on a
boat called? The sail on a boat is called just a sail, which catches the wind to help move the boat. 
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