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Understanding electron configuration and orbital notation is fundamental to comprehending the
behavior of atoms and their chemical properties. These concepts explain how electrons are
distributed in an atom's orbitals, shedding light on atomic stability, bonding tendencies, and spectral
characteristics. In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the principles behind electron
configurations, explore orbital notation, provide step-by-step methods to determine configurations,
and include practical answers to common questions related to this essential topic in chemistry.

What is Electron Configuration?

Electron configuration describes the arrangement of electrons in an atom's orbitals. Electrons
occupy specific regions around the nucleus called orbitals, which are defined by quantum numbers.
The electron configuration indicates how many electrons are in each orbital and provides insight into
an atom's chemical reactivity, bonding behavior, and physical properties.

Principles Governing Electron Configuration

Several fundamental principles guide how electrons fill atomic orbitals:

- Aufbau Principle:

Electrons occupy the lowest energy orbitals available first before filling higher energy orbitals.

- Pauli Exclusion Principle:

Each orbital can hold a maximum of two electrons with opposite spins.

- Hund?s Rule:

Electrons fill degenerate orbitals (orbitals of the same energy, like p, d, f) singly with parallel spins
before pairing up.
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Notation and Format

Electron configurations are typically written as a sequence of orbital labels with superscripts
indicating the number of electrons in each orbital, for example:

- Hydrogen: 1s¹
- Carbon: 1s² 2s² 2p²
- Neon: 1s² 2s² 2p?

Orbital Notation: Visual Representation of Electron Configurations

Orbital notation provides a visual way to represent the distribution of electrons within orbitals. It uses
boxes (or lines) to symbolize orbitals and arrows to denote electrons with their spins.

How to Write Orbital Notation

- Identify the energy levels and sublevels:

For example, 1s, 2s, 2p, 3s, 3p, 4s, 3d, 4p, 5s, 4d, 5p, 6s, 4f, 5d, 6p, 7s, 5f, 6d, 7p.

- Draw boxes for each orbital:

Each orbital within a sublevel is represented by a box. For s orbitals, there is 1 box; for p orbitals, 3
boxes; for d, 5; and for f, 7.

- Fill the orbitals following the Aufbau rule:

Place arrows (? and ?) in each box to indicate electrons, adhering to Hund?s rule (filling singly first).

- Ensure electrons follow the Pauli Exclusion Principle:

No two electrons in the same orbital can have the same spin.

Example of Orbital Notation for Oxygen

Oxygen has 8 electrons. Its orbital notation would be:
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- 1s: ??
- 2s: ??
- 2p: ?? ? (the third p orbital has one electron)

Graphically:

```

1s: [??]

2s: [??]

2p: [?] [ ] [ ]

```

This visual helps in understanding electron pairing and unpaired electrons, which are critical for
predicting magnetic properties and bonding behavior.

Step-by-Step Guide to Determining Electron Configurations

Calculating the electron configuration of an atom involves systematic application of the principles
discussed earlier.

Step 1: Determine the Atomic Number

Identify the number of electrons in the atom, which equals the atomic number. For example, Carbon
has 6 electrons.

Step 2: Use the Aufbau Principle to Fill Orbitals

Fill orbitals starting from the lowest energy level:

| Energy Level | Sublevel | Orbital Type | Maximum Electrons |

|----------------|------------|----------------|-------------------|

| 1 | s | 1s | 2 |

| 2 | s | 2s | 2 |
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| 2 | p | 2p | 6 |

| 3 | s | 3s | 2 |

| 3 | p | 3p | 6 |

| 4 | s | 4s | 2 |

| 3 | d | 3d | 10 |

| 4 | p | 4p | 6 |

| 5 | s | 5s | 2 |

Continue filling until all electrons are allocated.

Step 3: Apply Hund's Rule and Pauli Exclusion

- Fill degenerate orbitals (like p, d, f) singly with parallel spins first.
- Pair electrons only after each orbital has one electron.

Example: Electron Configuration of Iron (Fe, atomic number 26)

Following the Aufbau principle:

- 1s² (2 electrons)
- 2s² (2)
- 2p? (6)
- 3s² (2)
- 3p? (6)
- 4s² (2)
- 3d? (6)

So, the full configuration:

Fe: 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p? 4s² 3d?

Common Electron Configurations and Orbital Notation Answers
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Below are several examples of electron configurations and orbital notation answers for various
elements, showcasing common patterns and exceptions.

Hydrogen (Z=1)

- Electron configuration: 1s¹
- Orbital notation:

```

1s: [?]

```

Helium (Z=2)

- Electron configuration: 1s²
- Orbital notation:

```

1s: [??]

```

Carbon (Z=6)

- Electron configuration: 1s² 2s² 2p²
- Orbital notation:

```

1s: [??]

2s: [??]

2p: [?] [ ] [ ]
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```

Neon (Z=10)

- Electron configuration: 1s² 2s² 2p?
- Orbital notation:

```

1s: [??]

2s: [??]

2p: [??] [??] [??]

```

Transition Metal Example: Copper (Z=29)

- Electron configuration (noting the exception): 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p? 4s¹ 3d¹?
- Orbital notation:

```

1s: [??]

2s: [??]

2p: [??] [??] [??]

3s: [??]

3p: [??] [??] [??]

4s: [?]

3d: [??] [??] [??] [??] [??]

```

Published by: www.bj88thai.com Page 6 of 23



Electron configuration and orbital notation answers Tutorial Vol. 2023, Issue 1

Exceptions and Special Cases in Electron Configurations

While the Aufbau principle provides a reliable guideline, some elements exhibit exceptions due to
stability considerations, such as half-filled or fully filled d and f orbitals.

- Chromium (Z=24): Instead of 3d? 4s², it adopts 3d? 4s¹ for extra stability.
- Copper (Z=29): Instead of 3d? 4s², it adopts 3d¹? 4s¹.

Understanding these exceptions is crucial for accurate electron configuration predictions.

Practical Applications of Electron Configuration and Orbital Notation

Electron configuration knowledge is vital in various areas:

- Predicting Chemical Reactivity:

Elements with unpaired electrons tend to be reactive and form bonds.

- Determining Magnetic Properties:

Unpaired electrons lead to paramagnetism; paired electrons result in diamagnetism.

- Spectroscopy and Emission Lines:

Electronic transitions between orbitals produce characteristic spectral lines.

- Understanding Periodic Trends:

Atomic size, ionization energy, and electronegativity are influenced by electron arrangements.

FAQs About Electron Configuration and Orbital Notation

Q1: How do I determine the electron configuration for an ion?

A: For cations, subtract electrons from the neutral atom, typically removing from the outermost s or p
orbitals. For

Published by: www.bj88thai.com Page 7 of 23



Electron configuration and orbital notation answers Tutorial Vol. 2023, Issue 1

 
Electron configuration and orbital notation answers are fundamental concepts in chemistry that
provide a detailed understanding of how electrons are distributed within atoms. Mastery of these
topics is crucial for students and professionals alike, as they underpin many principles in atomic
structure, chemical bonding, and spectroscopy. Electron configuration describes the arrangement of
electrons in an atom's orbitals, while orbital notation offers a visual and systematic way to represent
these arrangements. Together, they serve as essential tools for predicting an element's chemical
behavior, its valence electrons, and its placement in the periodic table.

Introduction to Electron Configuration

Electron configuration refers to the distribution of electrons among the various atomic orbitals in an
atom. This arrangement follows specific principles and rules, including the Aufbau principle, Pauli
exclusion principle, and Hund's rule. Understanding electron configuration helps explain the atomic
structure and the periodic trends observed across elements.

Basics of Electron Configuration

- Atomic orbitals: Regions around the nucleus where electrons are most likely to be found. These
are categorized into s, p, d, and f orbitals.

- Principle energy levels (shells): Denoted by the principal quantum number n (n=1, 2, 3...). Each
shell contains a set of orbitals.

- Sublevels (subshells): Within each shell, orbitals are grouped as s, p, d, or f, corresponding to
different shapes and energies.

Rules Governing Electron Configuration

- Aufbau principle: Electrons fill lower-energy orbitals before moving to higher-energy ones.
- Pauli exclusion principle: Each orbital can hold a maximum of two electrons with opposite spins.
- Hund's rule: Electrons fill degenerate orbitals (orbitals of the same energy, like p, d, f) singly

first, with parallel spins, before pairing up.

Examples of Electron Configuration

- Hydrogen (H): 1s¹
- Carbon (C): 1s² 2s² 2p²
- Neon (Ne): 1s² 2s² 2p?
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Orbital Notation

Orbital notation is a visual method to represent electron configurations, illustrating how electrons
occupy individual orbitals with their spins. It is especially useful for understanding electron pairing
and unpaired electrons, which are crucial in bonding and magnetic properties.

Understanding Orbital Notation

- Each orbital is represented by a box or line.
- Electrons are depicted as arrows within the boxes, with the arrow pointing up or down to denote

spin.
- Paired electrons are shown as two arrows pointing in opposite directions within the same orbital.

Advantages of Orbital Notation

- Clearly shows the number of unpaired electrons.
- Illustrates electron pairing and spin orientation.
- Facilitates understanding of magnetic properties and chemical reactivity.

Example of Orbital Notation

For oxygen (O), which has 8 electrons:

- 1s orbital: ??
- 2s orbital: ??
- 2p orbitals: ?? ? ?

This indicates there are two paired electrons in the 1s and 2s orbitals, and two unpaired electrons in
the 2p orbitals.

Answering Electron Configuration and Orbital Notation Questions

Students and professionals often encounter questions requiring them to determine the electron
configuration or orbital notation of an element or ion. These questions test understanding of the
principles and rules governing electron distribution.

Common Types of Questions
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- Write the electron configuration for a given element.
- Draw the orbital notation for an element.
- Determine the number of unpaired electrons.
- Predict the electron configuration of ions.
- Explain the magnetic properties based on electron arrangements.

Strategies for Answering Electron Configuration Questions

- Begin with the atomic number to know how many electrons to place.
- Follow the Aufbau principle to fill orbitals in order of increasing energy.
- Apply Hund's rule in degenerate orbitals.
- Remember the maximum electrons per orbital: 2.
- Use noble gas shorthand notation for elements beyond neon or argon to simplify.

Sample Question and Solution

Question: Write the electron configuration and orbital notation for nitrogen (N).

Solution:

- Atomic number of nitrogen: 7 electrons.
- Electron configuration:
- 1s² 2s² 2p³

- Orbital notation:
- 1s: ??
- 2s: ??
- 2p: ? ? ? (each p orbital has one unpaired electron, following Hund's rule)

This demonstrates three unpaired electrons, which explains nitrogen's paramagnetic nature.

Features and Pros/Cons of Electron Configuration and Orbital
Notation

Features:

- Provides detailed insight into atomic structure.
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- Essential for understanding chemical bonding and reactivity.
- Supports predictions about magnetic properties.
- Facilitates comprehension of periodic trends.

Pros:

- Clarifies electron distribution in a systematic way.
- Helps visualize unpaired electrons and pairing.
- Aids in predicting ion formation and chemical behavior.
- Reinforces understanding of quantum mechanics principles.

Cons:

- Can become complex for transition metals and f-block elements.
- Requires memorization of rules and principles.
- Sometimes oversimplifies electron interactions in multi-electron atoms.
- Visual orbital notation can be cumbersome for large atoms with many electrons.

Conclusion

Electron configuration and orbital notation answers are foundational to understanding atomic
structure and chemical properties. Mastering these concepts involves grasping the principles guiding
electron placement, practicing the writing of configurations, and developing skill in visualizing orbital
fills. While they offer powerful insights into the behavior of elements, they also come with limitations,
especially in complex atoms. Nevertheless, proficiency in these areas is invaluable for students,
educators, and chemists aiming to deepen their understanding of the microscopic world. As you
continue to explore these topics, remember that practice and application are key to mastering the
nuances and intricacies of electron arrangements in atoms.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is electron configuration and why is it important? Electron configuration
describes the distribution of electrons in an atom's orbitals. It is important because it helps explain
an element's chemical properties and reactivity. How do you write the electron configuration for a
given element? To write the electron configuration, fill orbitals in order of increasing energy following
the Aufbau principle, starting from the 1s orbital up to the outermost shell, using Pauli's exclusion
principle and Hund's rule. What is orbital notation and how does it differ from electron configuration
notation? Orbital notation shows the individual orbitals with arrows representing electrons,
highlighting spin, whereas electron configuration uses numbers and letters to summarize the
distribution of electrons in energy levels and orbitals. How many electrons can each type of orbital
hold? Each s orbital can hold 2 electrons, p orbitals can hold 6 electrons, d orbitals can hold 10
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electrons, and f orbitals can hold 14 electrons. What is Hund's rule and how does it apply to electron
configuration? Hund's rule states that electrons will fill degenerate orbitals (like p, d, f) singly with
parallel spins before pairing, to minimize electron repulsion and energy. How do you determine the
electron configuration for ions? To determine the electron configuration of ions, start with the neutral
atom's configuration and then add or remove electrons according to the ion's charge, removing
electrons from the outermost shell first. What is the significance of noble gas shorthand notation in
electron configuration? Noble gas shorthand notation simplifies electron configurations by replacing
the core electrons with the symbol of the nearest noble gas, making it easier to write and interpret.
Why do transition metals have similar electron configurations? Transition metals have similar
electron configurations because their d-orbitals are being filled, and they tend to have electrons in
the (n-1)d and ns orbitals, leading to comparable valence electron arrangements. What is the
relationship between electron configuration and the periodic table? The periodic table is organized
based on electron configurations; elements in the same group have similar valence electron
configurations, which accounts for their similar chemical properties. How can understanding electron
configuration help predict an element's chemical behavior? Knowing an element's electron
configuration reveals its valence electrons, which determine how it interacts with other elements,
including bonding properties and reactivity. 

 
Related keywords: electron configuration, orbital notation, atomic orbitals, quantum numbers,
electron filling order, Aufbau principle, Pauli exclusion principle, Hund's rule, valence electrons,
electron arrangement

electron configuration practice problems with answers

Electron configuration practice problems with answers are essential tools for students and
chemistry enthusiasts aiming to master the principles of atomic structure and electron distribution in
atoms. Understanding how electrons are arranged around the nucleus of an atom is fundamental to
grasping chemical properties, reactivity, and periodic trends. This article provides a comprehensive
collection of practice problems with detailed solutions to help you enhance your understanding of
electron configurations.

Understanding Electron Configuration

Before diving into practice problems, it?s crucial to understand what electron configuration entails.
Electron configuration describes the distribution of electrons among the atomic orbitals of an
element. The arrangement follows specific rules:
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- Aufbau Principle: Electrons fill orbitals starting from the lowest energy level to the highest.
- Pauli Exclusion Principle: Each orbital can hold a maximum of two electrons with opposite spins.
- Hund?s Rule: Electrons will fill degenerate orbitals (orbitals of the same energy) singly before

pairing.

The standard notation for electron configuration indicates the energy level, type of orbital, and
number of electrons. For example, the electron configuration of oxygen (atomic number 8) is 1s² 2s²
2p?.

Basic Practice Problems with Answers

These problems are designed to test your fundamental understanding of electron configurations.

Problem 1: Write the electron configuration for the element Sodium (Na).

Solution:

- Atomic number of Sodium = 11
- Fill orbitals following the Aufbau principle:
- 1s² (2 electrons)
- 2s² (2 electrons)
- 2p? (6 electrons)
- 3s¹ (1 electron)

Electron configuration: 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s¹

Problem 2: Determine the electron configuration for the element Chlorine (Cl).

Solution:

- Atomic number of Chlorine = 17
- Filling order:
- 1s²
- 2s²
- 2p?
- 3s²
- 3p?

Electron configuration: 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p?
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Problem 3: Write the electron configuration for the noble gas Argon (Ar).

Solution:

- Atomic number of Argon = 18
- Electron configuration:
- 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p?

Electron configuration: [Ar]

Advanced Practice Problems

Once you're comfortable with basic configurations, attempt these more challenging problems
involving transition metals, ions, and excited states.

Problem 4: Write the electron configuration for the Fe²? ion.

Solution:

- Iron (Fe) atomic number = 26
- Neutral Fe: [Ar] 3d? 4s²
- For Fe²?, two electrons are lost, typically from the 4s orbital first:
- Remove 2 electrons from 4s²
- Electron configuration:
- [Ar] 3d?

Answer: [Ar] 3d?

Problem 5: Determine the electron configuration for the Neon (Ne) atom in an
excited state where one electron is promoted to a higher energy level.

Solution:

- Neutral Neon (Ne): 1s² 2s² 2p?
- Excited state: one electron from 2p is promoted to 3s:
- 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s¹

Note: This is an excited state, not the ground state.
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Problem 6: Write the ground-state electron configuration for Copper (Cu).

Solution:

- Atomic number = 29
- Fill orbitals:
- 1s²
- 2s²
- 2p?
- 3s²
- 3p?
- 4s¹ (Note: Copper prefers a full 3d shell and a half-full 4s shell)
- 3d¹?

Answer: [Ar] 3d¹? 4s¹

(Note: Copper is an exception to the Aufbau principle; it stabilizes with a full d-subshell and a single
electron in 4s.)

Practice Problems for Ions and Transition Elements

These problems focus on ion electron configurations and transition metals, which often involve
electron loss or gain.

Problem 7: Write the electron configuration of the Cl? ion.

Solution:

- Chlorine atom: 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p?
- Cl? ion gains one electron:
- Electron configuration: 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p? (same as Argon)

Answer: [Ar]

Problem 8: Determine the electron configuration for the Cu? ion.

Solution:
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- Copper atom: [Ar] 3d¹? 4s¹
- Cu? loses one electron, usually from 4s:
- Electron configuration: [Ar] 3d¹?

Strategies for Solving Electron Configuration Problems

To efficiently solve these problems, follow these steps:

- Identify the atomic number to determine the total electrons.
- Use the Aufbau principle to fill orbitals from low to high energy.
- Account for ions by adding or removing electrons from the neutral atom's configuration.
- Be aware of exceptions such as copper, chromium, and other transition metals that favor

half-full or full d-subshells.
- Use noble gas notation for simplicity, especially for larger atoms or ions.

Tips for Mastering Electron Configuration

- Practice regularly with various elements and ions.
- Memorize the order of orbital filling: 1s, 2s, 2p, 3s, 3p, 4s, 3d, 4p, 5s, 4d, 5p, 6s, 4f, 5d, 6p, 7s,

5f, 6d, 7p.
- Understand the periodic trends and how electron configurations influence element properties.
- Use periodic table shortcuts and noble gas notation to simplify complex configurations.

Conclusion

Mastering electron configuration through practice problems with answers is a vital step toward
understanding atomic structure and chemical behavior. Whether you are a student preparing for
exams or a chemistry enthusiast exploring elements, regularly practicing these problems will
strengthen your grasp of electron arrangements, ion formations, and periodic trends. Remember,
consistent practice combined with a solid understanding of fundamental principles will lead to
success in mastering electron configurations.

Happy practicing!
 
Electron Configuration Practice Problems with Answers: A Comprehensive Guide for Mastering
Atomic Structure

Understanding electron configurations is fundamental to mastering atomic chemistry. These
configurations reveal how electrons are distributed among an atom?s orbitals, influencing chemical
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behavior, reactivity, and periodic trends. To solidify this understanding, practicing a variety of
problems with detailed solutions is essential. This guide provides an extensive collection of electron
configuration practice problems with answers, designed to deepen your comprehension, improve
problem-solving skills, and prepare you for exams or advanced studies.

Introduction to Electron Configurations

Before delving into practice problems, let?s briefly review what electron configurations are and why
they matter.

- Definition: Electron configuration describes the distribution of electrons in an atom?s orbitals,
following specific principles and rules.

- Principles and Rules:
- Aufbau Principle: Electrons fill orbitals starting from the lowest energy level to higher.
- Pauli Exclusion Principle: Each orbital can hold a maximum of two electrons with opposite spins.
- Hund?s Rule: Electrons occupy degenerate orbitals singly before pairing.

- Notation: Electron configurations are written by listing orbitals and the number of electrons in
each, e.g., 1s² 2s² 2p?.

Basic Electron Configuration Practice Problems

These initial problems focus on straightforward configurations, ideal for beginners.

Problem 1: Write the electron configuration for Hydrogen (H).

Solution:

- Hydrogen has 1 electron.
- Fill orbitals starting from 1s: 1s orbital gets 2 electrons, but only 1 is needed.
- Electron configuration: 1s¹

Problem 2: Write the electron configuration for Helium (He).

Solution:

- Helium has 2 electrons.
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- Both occupy the 1s orbital: 1s²

Problem 3: Write the electron configuration for Lithium (Li).

Solution:

- Lithium has 3 electrons.
- Fill 1s: 1s²
- Remaining 1 electron goes into 2s: 2s¹
- Final configuration: 1s² 2s¹

Problem 4: Write the electron configuration for Neon (Ne).

Solution:

- Neon has 10 electrons.
- Fill orbitals in order:
- 1s²
- 2s²
- 2p?
- Configuration: 1s² 2s² 2p?

Intermediate Problems with Noble Gas Notation

Using noble gas shorthand simplifies electron configurations for larger atoms.

Problem 5: Write the electron configuration for Sodium (Na) using noble gas
notation.

Solution:

- Sodium has 11 electrons.
- Noble gas before sodium: Neon (Ne), which has 10 electrons.
- Remaining electron: 1 in 3s orbital.
- Configuration: [Ne] 3s¹

Problem 6: Write the electron configuration for Chlorine (Cl).
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Solution:

- Chlorine has 17 electrons.
- Noble gas before chlorine: Argon (Ar), with 18 electrons, but it's more than 17, so previous noble

gas is Argon with 18 electrons.
- Wait, since 17 electrons, the noble gas with fewer electrons is Argon (18), but since Chlorine

has fewer electrons than Argon, we use the previous noble gas, which is Neon (10).

Actually, for 17 electrons:

- Noble gas before 17 electrons: Neon (10).
- After Neon, fill 3s²: 2 electrons
- Then 3p?: 5 electrons
- Final configuration: [Ne] 3s² 3p?

Advanced Practice Problems: Transition Metals and Beyond

Transition metals and elements in the d-block have more complex configurations, often involving d
and f orbitals.

Problem 7: Write the electron configuration for Iron (Fe).

Solution:

- Atomic number: 26
- Noble gas before Fe: Argon (Ar), 18 electrons
- Remaining electrons: 8
- Fill 4s first: 4s²
- Remaining: 6 electrons go into 3d: 3d?
- Configuration: [Ar] 4s² 3d?

Problem 8: Write the electron configuration for Copper (Cu). (Note the special
case)

Solution:

- Atomic number: 29
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- Noble gas before Cu: Argon (Ar)
- Remaining electrons: 11
- Fill 4s: 4s²
- Fill 3d: 9 electrons (but due to stability, Cu?s configuration is often written as 3d¹? 4s¹)
- Final configuration: [Ar] 3d¹? 4s¹

Note: Copper?s electron configuration is an exception to the Aufbau principle because a completely
filled d-subshell provides extra stability.

Problems on Writing Electron Configurations from Atomic Numbers

These problems test your ability to determine configurations based solely on atomic numbers.

Problem 9: Write the electron configuration for an atom with atomic number 35.

Solution:

- Atomic number: 35
- Noble gas before: Krypton (Kr), 36 electrons, but since 35 is less, go back to Argon (18).
- The configuration after Argon (18):
- 4s²: 2 electrons
- 3d¹?: 10 electrons
- 4p?: 5 electrons
- Therefore, configuration: [Ar] 3d¹? 4p?

Problem 10: Electron configuration for an atom with atomic number 47.

Solution:

- Atomic number: 47
- Noble gas before: Silver (Ag) with 47 electrons, but for a noble gas, we look at Rhodium (Rh),

which has 45, or Palladium (Pd) with 46.
- The most recent noble gas before 47 is Krypton (Kr, 36 electrons).
- Remaining electrons: 11
- Fill orbitals:
- 5s¹ (since 47-36=11, but note that 5s can hold 2 electrons)
- Actually, the configuration:
- [Kr] 5s¹ 4d? (since 5s² 4d? would be for silver, but for 47, the configuration is [Kr] 5s¹ 4d?)
- Final configuration: [Kr] 5s¹ 4d?
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Special Cases and Electron Configuration Exceptions

While most elements follow the Aufbau principle, some exhibit electron configurations that are
exceptions due to stability considerations.

- Copper (Cu): 3d¹? 4s¹ instead of 3d? 4s².
- Chromium (Cr): 3d? 4s¹ instead of 3d? 4s².
- Molybdenum (Mo): 4d? 5s¹ instead of 4d? 5s².

Understanding these exceptions:

- They occur because half-filled and fully filled d subshells confer extra stability.
- These deviations are essential for understanding real atomic behavior and are often tested in

exams.

Practice Problems with Multiple Choice Answers

Testing recognition and quick recall.

Problem 11: Which of the following is the correct electron configuration for
Sulfur (S)? (Atomic number 16)

a) 1s² 2s² 2p?

b) [Ne] 3s² 3p?

c) [He] 2s² 2p?

d) 1s² 2s² 2p?

Answer: b) [Ne] 3s² 3p?

Problem 12: The element with the electron configuration [Ar] 3d? 4s¹ is:

a) Chromium

b) Manganese

c) Iron
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d) Vanadium

Answer: b) Manganese

Additional Tips for Electron Configuration Practice

- Use the Periodic Table: It provides clues about the configuration, especially the noble gas
shorthand.

- Memorize Orbital Filling Order: 1s, 2s, 2p, 3s, 3p, 4s, 3d, 4p, 5s, 4d, 5p, 6s, 4f, 5d, 6p, 7s, 5f,
6d...

- Practice with both atomic numbers and element symbols.
- Understand exceptions thoroughly as they often appear in exams.
- Use online quizzes and flashcards to reinforce memorization.

Conclusion

Master
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the electron configuration of a neutral oxygen atom (O)? The electron
configuration of oxygen (atomic number 8) is 1s² 2s² 2p?. How do you write the electron
configuration for a calcium ion (Ca²?)? Calcium (atomic number 20) neutral configuration is 1s² 2s²
2p? 3s² 3p? 4s². For Ca²?, it loses 2 electrons from the 4s orbital, resulting in 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p?.
What is the electron configuration of a nitrogen atom (N)? Nitrogen (atomic number 7) has the
electron configuration 1s² 2s² 2p³. Determine the electron configuration of a potassium ion (K?).
Potassium (atomic number 19) neutral configuration is 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p? 4s¹. For K?, it loses one
electron from the 4s orbital, resulting in 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p?. What is the electron configuration for a
sulfur atom (S)? Sulfur (atomic number 16) has the electron configuration 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p?. How
can you determine the electron configuration of an element using the Aufbau principle? Use the
Aufbau principle by filling orbitals in order of increasing energy (1s, 2s, 2p, 3s, etc.), adding
electrons until reaching the element's atomic number, and noting the distribution of electrons among
the orbitals. Why do transition metals often have similar electron configurations, and how does this
affect their chemical properties? Transition metals have similar electron configurations because their
d orbitals are being filled across the period, often resulting in similar valence electron configurations
(e.g., 3d? or 3d?). This leads to comparable chemical properties like variable oxidation states and
catalytic behavior. 
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